
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

       February 5, 2015 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Alderman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton              Paula Dunn 

Alderman Heberling      Chief Herpstreith              Quint Dunn 

Alderman Jones              Fire Chief Crews              Alderman Budd 

Alderman Koonce              Assistant Chief Goodall             Alderman Dorchinecz 

     Chris Gunn    Rocky Moore 

     Mark Jacoby     Nick Hackney 

     Cody Rogers               Ron Smith 

     Shirley Sams    Kyle Romadka 

 

 

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.  

  

FUND RAISER AT FIRE HOUSE FOR TAYLORVILLE HIGH SCHOOL BAND 

Fire Chief Crews discussed the upcoming Fund Raiser for the Taylorville High School Band to 

be held at the Fire Station and presented the Committee with a map showing the flow of traffic. 

The Committee was asked for approval to utilize the Fire Station for this event.  Mayor 

Brotherton advised he didn’t have a problem using the Fire Station if the City Employees donate 

their time; but stated just as a caution this would set a precedence for other fundraisers.  Several 

members of the Committee stated this event is a once in a lifetime opportunity for these students 

and they will be representing the whole state.  Chairman Burtle asked if the Firefighters could 

participate if they are working and are at the Fire House anyway unless they are called out, there 

was no opposition.  

 

The Fundraiser will be conducted the same as the Fire Department’s annual “Fill the Boot for 

MDA”, with other Departments throughout the City participating as well, bringing something 

pertaining to their occupation for the public to fill. All employees helping with the benefit will 

do so on a voluntary basis.   Chief Crews gave two dates that would work for the Fire 

Department, May 2nd and May 9th.  The Police and Fire Unions have already been contacted and  

they will be contacting AFSCME also. 

 

Chairman Burtle asked Chris Gunn, Director of the Taylorville High School Band, to tell how 

they were chosen and what the plans are for the event.  Congressman Rodney Davis nominated 

the Taylorville High School Band to play at the 4th of July Parade in Washington D.C.  The Band 

had to apply and audition to participate and was chosen; they are the only high school band from 

Illinois to attend.  He explained they are trying to raise $80,000.00 for the trip; there are seventy 

eight students and sixteen adults at this time that are planning to participate.  They have a 

package that includes transportation and rooms, everything except meals.  After discussion the 

Committee decided to have the event on May 2nd.   Mr. Gunn advised the students and parents 

would be asked to help work the fundraiser also.   

 

 



Chairman Burtle asked how they planned to advertise.  Alderman Walters suggested sending an 

e-blast out.  Alderman Budd has approached Mr. Miller for advertising on the radio and Andy 

Lasswell for the Breeze Courier.  The Breeze will put an article on the front page of the paper in 

the near future, then will place another article in the paper closer to the 4th of July.  Alderman 

Budd advised he and his wife attended an event at the hospital where Judge Spears informed the 

audience that the Band had been invited to participate.  Alderman Budd thought it would be an 

excellent opportunity to promote the City of Taylorville and help with the associated costs for 

the students.  He is fully supporting the fundraiser and as Chairman of the Finance Committee he 

is inviting Band Director Gunn to attend as he is going to recommend to that Committee that the 

City donate $2,500.00 from the Hotel/Motel Tax Fund to the Band.  

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to allow the Taylorville High 

School Band to have a Fundraiser at the Fire Station on Saturday, May 2nd.   Motion carried 4-0.  

 

RAPID INTERVENTION TRAINING DEMONSTRATION 

Fire Chief Crews explained his department was going to do a Rapid Intervention Training 

Demonstration out in the bay area.  He told the Committee the Firefighters can check a smoke 

filled room in approximately 30 seconds explaining there is always someone watching the 

building from outside at all times.  He and Assistant Fire Chief Goodall demonstrated how the 

thermal imagers worked; it is a hand held instrument that shows the location of individuals 

clearly even in a smoke filled area.  

 

Firefighters Nick Hackney, Kyle Romadka, Cody Rogers and Captain Smith conducted the 

demonstration.  They showed how to prepare with face masks etc. explaining there is a warning 

device on the firefighter that sounds an alarm if the firefighter quits moving in case the 

firefighter is injured to help locate them.  Firefighter Hackney being the first to climb the ladder  

demonstrated how to break a window using the ax, knocked on the floor to direct anyone that 

may be trapped in a smoke filled room where to proceed to for help, he then entered and carried 

down a child, then the others went up and came down carrying a two hundred pound individual 

(dummy).  They were very efficient and quick! The Committee thanked them for the 

demonstration commending them for a job well done; some members went up in the smoke filled 

area to observe while some decided against it and watched from the ground.  

 

NEW RESCUE SQUAD TRUCK PRESENTATION 

The truck is a 2006 on a 2008 body chassis and can carry five people. This truck is equipped 

with medical supplies and equipment to do small extractions. 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 2015 Activity Report- 6 Fires, Rescue/EMS calls-93 

 Ambulance/Spillerpay Revenue $1,241.00 

 Had 184 Training Hours, has a maze set up in the downstairs of the Fire Station 

which is laid out for tight scenario’s. 

 Has a meeting set up with Red Cross on Tuesday, February 10th, he presented the 

Committee with a list of shelters available in Taylorville and surrounding 

communities. The shelters are required to allow 40 square feet per individual.  

 



 Advised there will be a Weather Spotters Class on April 9th at 6:30 P.M.  

at the Fire Station.  Chris Miller, a meteorologist, will be present; he advised 

Chief Crews the City of Taylorville has been certified as Storm Ready which 

shows that the City is prepared.  Chief Crews already has ten presentations on the 

calendar and will do approximately thirty. The HAM Operators will be meeting at 

Arby’s as part of the Emergency Plan Backup System.   

 They have received the drone which was donated by the Weather Net for damage 

assessment.  

 Investigator Rick Bryan is analyzing the School Crisis Prevention Plan which has 

to be presented to Dr. Fuerstenau and the school board. 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall has requested to purchase some safety equipment to use for stock 

gear with funds from the Illinois Public Risk Fund Safety Grant.  Other Departments have also 

submitted items to be purchased from this fund; if there is not enough funds from the grant to 

cover the full amount, they have verbal approval from the Foreign Fire Tax Board that they 

would cover the remainder of the cost for the equipment.  

 

City Attorney Romano sent the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement to Charleston who 

then made changes to the Agreement that he does not find acceptable and is not approving.  This 

Agreement is for the billing of the ambulance calls. Fire Chief Crews stated he would rather the 

attorneys work this problem out as the arrangement has run smoothly with Charleston. 

 

Alderman Walters asked if the Department was getting closer to obtaining a new ISO Public 

Classification, he was advised it should be going down a class with the City obtaining the Ladder Truck.  

 

Chief Crews presented the Committee with a “Mutual Aid Box Alarm System First Addendum 

to the MABAS Master Agreement. Mayor Brotherton stated the original agreement was 

approved and the addendum needs approved.  City Attorney Romano will be asked to review if 

he doesn’t have any objections with it this will be forwarded to the February 17, 2015 City 

Council Agenda.  If Attorney Romano has any objections it would be forwarded to the next 

Ordinance Committee Agenda.  

 

2015 FORD INTERCEPTOR UTILITY PRESENTATION 

Police Chief Herpstreith brought the new 2015 Ford Interceptor Utility Vehicle to the Fire 

Station to view and demonstrate the current technologies and equipment capabilities.  

 

IWIN/CMS CONNECTIONS 

Police Chief Herpstreith advised the Department is in the process of completing the IWIN 

mobile data computer upgrades to gain compliance with new CJIS (Criminal Justice Information 

System) security standards.  They have utilized in house personnel to install the mobile data 

computers and docking stations which has saved money.  There are three IWIN computers which 

need activated through CMS and Verizon for connection to the IWIN network.  There is a one-

time connection fee of $1,000.00 per unit. 

 



Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to allow Police Chief Herpstreith 

to activate three IWIN computers through CMS and Verizon for connection to the IWIN network 

at a cost of $1,000 each for a total of $3,000.00.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls of Service for January-1,525 

 Total Criminal Cases-93 

 Total Arrestees-65  

 Traffic Stops-343 Compared to 222 in December 

 He went to see Officer Probst at Academy and was advised he is a good recruit 

 There are new Jail and Detention Standards the Officers will have to be trained on 

 There was a radio system test conducted on January 30, 2015; there have been 

radio issues and system failures. 

 The fleet still has vehicles with over 150,000 miles that are having problems; there will 

be more cars on the next budget.  

 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Alderman Koonce asked if anyone had taken over for Officer Olsta with the Explorer’s. 

Members of Explorer International came to the Police Department, there are two new members 

of the force that are going to oversee it.  Chairman Burtle suggested that the Explorer group be 

invited to attend an upcoming Emergency Services Committee.  

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn.  Motion carried    

4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 


