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Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.  

 

TPD RADIO COMMUNICATIONS PROPOSAL 

At last month’s Emergency Services Committee Meeting Police Chief Herpstreith advised 

Global Technical Systems Inc. (GTSI) had conducted a radio communication test.  During the 

test GTSI brought a P25 repeater and the test was conducted using portable handheld radios.  He 

advised the increase in effective range and clarity of the radio traffic was immediately apparent 

and due to problems with components in the system, the department does not have reliable and 

functional radio communications within some areas of the City’s jurisdiction.  

 

The Fire Department recently had a failure of their repeater system.  The Fire Department and 

Police Department repeater systems are housed on the upper level and roof of Hershey Towers 

side by side. Assistant Fire Chief Goodall had advised Police Chief Herpstreith that their repeater 

experienced a complete failure, and they are currently operating on a “loaner” repeater. A quote 

for replacement of their repeater was obtained, which included an I-Com FR5000 VHF repeater. 

Coincidentally the Police Department is operating on that exact repeater, and is a direct fit 

replacement for TFD with programming of their frequencies. Chief Herpstreith advised three 

components make up their radio system.  Any or all of the components have failed. The cost to 

bench test those items is $1,800.00 each.  After speaking with GTSI about the Police 

Department’s repeater they agreed the current repeater would be a perfect fit operational 

replacement for the Fire Department. Chief Herpstreith advised if he were allowed to purchase a 

new repeater he would donate the current repeater to the Fire Department.  

 

Chief Herpstreith has been working with GTSI to update the department’s radio system and 

dispatch console to P25 standards for the upcoming FY2015/2016 Budget.  GTSI also provides 

radio service programming for the Christian County Sheriff’s Office. Over the course of the last 

couple of years, combined with radio equipment received from a grant the Christian County 

Sheriff’s Office secured, most of the radio equipment is P25 compatible.  A new P25 repeater 

system would enhance operational communications coverage for the Police Department and 

provide coverage for the geographical jurisdiction. 

 

 He has discussed this proposal with Treasurer Nation; she reviewed the budget and supports this 

purchase.  Chief Herpstreith advised Global Technical Systems Inc. has agreed to let him pay for  



the equipment in two installments with half coming from the FY 2014/2015 Budget and half 

coming from the FY 2015/2016 Budget.   

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce  and seconded by Alderman Jones  to recommend to the City 

Council to allow Police Chief Herpstreith to purchase a new P25 repeater system for the Police 

Department from Global Technical Systems Inc. at a cost not to exceed $18,771.37 with half 

($9,385.69) coming from the FY2014/2015 Budget and half ($9,385.68)  from the FY 2015/2016 

Budget.   Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn. Motion         

carried 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 6:47 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 


