
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

       March 5, 2015 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Alderman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton   Aaron Sutton 

Alderman Heberling      Chief Herpstreith   Rocky Moore            

Alderman Jones              Assistant Fire Chief Goodall    Officer Hennings                                          

Alderman Koonce              Alderman Budd  

     AldermanWalters              

     Shirley Sams 

     

 

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  

 

UNIT 15 REPAIR/REPLACEMENT 

Police Chief Herpstreith advised the Committee that Unit 15, the 2002 Chevrolet Tahoe that was 

seized in 2009, was given to the Department after a lien was paid off in the process.  The vehicle 

has 195,000 miles and the transmission went out. Since January the intake manifold was resealed 

due to driving issues, new tires and then the transmission pump began to leak; it was taken in for 

repairs.  After the transmission pump was repaired the transmission failed.  Main Street Auto 

advised they will give the Department a credit in the amount of the pump due to the failure.  

 

He was advised by Deputy Chief Hile the Department was going to receive $27,363.50 from the 

Illinois State Police Central Illinois Enforcement Group (Drug Task Force).  The funds have to 

be spent on equipment, and he is recommending putting the funds towards the purchase of a new 

replacement vehicle which he would prefer to be used as an unmarked vehicle.  The Committee 

asked if he had to bid or could he purchase the vehicle from the same dealer that he bought the 

last cars from.  He explained that the State Bids are not all the same, actually the four vehicles he 

purchased were less than the bid price.  Unit 15 has an estimated value of $6,975.00 per NADA 

in working order but with the transmission failure it will decrease significantly.   He would like 

to purchase a 2016 Ford Interceptor Utility AWD similar to the ones just purchased for the 

Department.  The cutoff date to order has passed for 2015 police vehicles.  The current price for 

the 2016 has not been determined at this time but he has been advised they expect a price 

increase over 2015. With the funding received the cost to the Department should be minimal for 

the vehicle but plans to reuse equipment from the Tahoe in the new; the cost for removal and 

estimated costs for new equipment is approximately $6,000.00.  

 

Alderman Budd advised the Durango is going to need replaced also as he has seen a lot of repair 

bills come through while reviewing the bills.  

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to allow Police Chief Herpstreith to prepare bid specifications and seek bids for a 2016 

Ford Interceptor Utility AWD as a replacement vehicle for Unit 15. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

 



POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls for Service-1,294 

 Total Cases Filed-67 

 Total Arrests-43 

 There was an increase in the number of traffic stops this month-185 Traffic Stops 

 

Chief Herpstreith contacted Don Smith with Nelson Co who services the Eventide Recorder to 

contact Adam Vocks at CTI to work together with the installation of the new phone system. He 

also advised he has been working with the media regarding notifications. 

 

DUI BILLING 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall advised per State Statute the Department is entitled to bill for 

responding to an accident which was caused by a person under the influence.  He read sections 

from the Statute which is listed as follows: 

 

Sec. 11-501.01(c) - Every person found guilty of violating Section 11-501, whose operation of a 

motor vehicle while in violation of that Section proximately caused any incident resulting in an 

appropriate emergency response, shall be liable for the expense of an emergency response as 

provided in subsection (i) of this Section. Section (i) states a similar provision proximately 

caused an incident resulting in an appropriate emergency response, shall be required to make 

restitution to a public agency for the costs of that emergency response.  The restitution may not 

exceed $1,000.00 per public agency for each emergency response. As used in this subsection (i), 

“emergency response” means any incident requiring a response by a police officer, a firefighter 

carried on the rolls of a regularly constituted Fire Department.  

 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall advised the Department does not currently have any of these 

charges set up for billing.   He presented the Committee with a copy of the current billing sheet 

entitled “Non Resident/Spiller Pay Charge for Services (City Ord. #3593)”. He was asked what 

the charges would be; he advised $125.00 per hour for the apparatus and $35.00 per man 

responding.  He was asked if he had researched what other Departments charge, he had and there 

were several different options. He was asked how this fee would be charged; these types of fees 

are handled through the States Attorney’s Office.   

 

Police Chief Herpstreith advised the Police Department receives hourly rate and state mileage 

fee for the investigative stage and reporting which usually amounts to $100.00 - $200.00.  

Alderman Walters asked just for clarification on whether both departments respond, do they both 

get funding; per Statute, yes. The Committee asked if there should be different fees for resident 

and non-resident; after discussion they agreed to bill them both the same. As this is a new fee to 

be added to the billing sheet this will have to be amended in the City Code.   Alderman Burtle 

asked Chairman of the Ordinance Committee, Bruce Jones if this needed to be forwarded to the 

Ordinance Committee; he advised it could be taken care of at this meeting.  

 

There was discussion regarding the City Clerk’s Office taking over the billing process for the 

ambulance service calls, this issue has been discussed at previous meetings. The Committee was 

informed by Chief Crews that there are several things involved in the process, that it isn’t just 

sending a bill;  there are insurance codes, medical codes and regulations regarding Medicare etc, 



that change periodically and would involve keeping up with the necessary software .  Mr. Aaron 

Sutton, Sutton’s Funeral Home, was in attendance and was asked if they do their own billing for 

their ambulance calls; he advised they use a third party due to the changes in regulations and 

software updates.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City 

Council to allow the Fire Department to charge a fee for responding to a call which was caused 

by a person under the influence (whether the offender is a resident or non-resident)  and amend 

the current billing sheet entitled “Non Resident/Spiller Pay Charge for Services to include this 

fee and to direct the City Attorney to amend the City Code Section (4-1-12) to make the 

necessary amendments to the Spiller Pay Ordinance.  Motion carried 4-0.   

 

LEASE AGREEMENT FOR NEW PICKUP 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall presented the Committee with a copy of the lease agreement 

between the City of Taylorville and the Fire Protection District for the new pickup truck.  He was 

asked if City Attorney Romano had approved this lease; he advised this lease has been used and 

approved by Attorney Romano before, the only change is the year and name of the vehicle. 

 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding where the Fire Department Jeep was going to be used.  

The Mayor stated he was told once the lease was signed the jeep was to go to the Airport as the 

Record Keeper at the Airport has been using her personal vehicle for City business. Chairman 

Burtle advised he received an email from Fire Chief Crews on Wednesday advising they have 

decided they are going to keep the jeep as they have uses for it. Alderman Burtle advised this 

issue will be addressed at next month’s Emergency Services Committee Meeting.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City 

Council to direct the Mayor to sign the Lease Agreement between the City of Taylorville and the 

Taylorville Fire Protection District for the 2015 Ford F350 Crew Cab 4X4 Pickup Truck as 

presented. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

OLD SQUAD 1 REPAIRS 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall advised in order to sell the Old Squad 1 in good faith a few repairs 

need to be made.  The cost will be approximately $1,000.00; he was advised to proceed with 

having the repairs done to Old Squad 1 (1998 International) if the amount is under the $1,000.00 

the Chairman can authorize the repairs if the amount is over $1,000.00 will have to be authorized 

and signed by the Mayor. 

 

EZIO DEMONSTRATION 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall advised they couldn’t get the video presentation to work properly to 

do the EZIO demonstration which is a tool which assists in inserting the IV.  

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls for Service-115 

 210 Normal training hours, 648 hours for Inspector 1 Class 

 29 Additional Personnel attended the County Addressing Class 



 TFD members installed 4 car seats for the public and taught the monthly CPR classes, 

they also donated three smoke alarms to DCFS. 

 The Boy Scouts came for a tour of the Fire Station 

 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall reminded everyone to change their smoke alarm and CO alarm 

batteries this weekend when they reset their clocks. Last November Captain Dunn applied for a 

grant for $2,500.00; the Department received the grant and these funds will be used to purchase 

new smoke alarms, CO alarms, and batteries to replenish their supply which they will begin 

using this weekend. 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Alderman Koonce asked what is going on with the Explorers since Officer Olsta left.  Chief 

Herpsteith advised at this time the Department has been very busy with different issues but plans 

to work with it.  

 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn. Motion carried 4-0.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:24 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 


