
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

November 18, 2015 

 

MEMBERS       ALSO PRESENT      

Chairman Budd      Alderman Walters  Gary McNeely 

Alderman Vota      Alderman Heberling  Patty Hornbuckle 

Alderman Burtle      Alderman Moore  Babe Assad 

Alderman Jones      Cindy Dey   Josh Assad 

Mayor Brotherton       

 

Chairman Budd called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

Workers Compensation Renewal 

Mr. Gary McNeely with Dimond Brothers Insurance Agency presented the Workers Compensation annual 

premium for January 1, 2016 to January 1, 2017. The renewal premium is $276,856.00 which reflects a 

1.5% increase in payroll and a 9.2% decrease in premium from last year. The experience modification used 

for the 2016 premium calculation uses the policy years of 2012 through 2014.  The loss ratio is 17% and 

the City of Taylorville will receive a Grant Award for 2016 of $26,747.00 from Illinois Public Risk Fund. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Burtle to recommend to the City Council to 

approve the January 1, 2016 to January 1, 2017 Workers Compensation Policy Renewal Premium of 

$276,856.00 from Illinois Public Risk Fund.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Decorations – Taylorville Chamber of Commerce 

Ms. Patty Hornbuckle from the Greater Taylorville Chamber of Commerce addressed the Committee 

regarding a plan to purchase decorative banners to be placed on light poles throughout the City and around 

the Square.  She suggested that the funding for the banners could come from the Hotel/Motel Tax Fund.  

Several of the Aldermen present felt that the Hotel/Motel Fund has already been hit with too many requests 

and suggested that we look for other areas to draw from. 

 

Ms. Hornbuckle explained that certain criteria must be met before the actual project is to proceed, one of 

them being Ameren’s approval.  An Ameren Design Specialist will select the right size banner, hardware 

and locations. She has researched several companies that print these street banners and has determined that 

a single (non-custom) banner, including hardware will cost approximately $130.00-$150.00 per banner.  

The layout of banners will be determined after approval from Ameren. 

 

Alderman Moore stated that he was supportive of the idea but was also concerned where the funds would 

come from.  He stated that he might consider funding one of the banners himself and maybe other people 

would do the same thing.  Ms. Hornbuckle stated that it was too late to do anything this year but that she 

would like to see the idea pursued.  It was the consensus of the Committee that they supported the idea of 

pursuing the banner project and will consider budgeting in the next Fiscal Year’s Budget for the banners 

when more information and costs are available. 

 

Donation – Downtown Taylorville.org  

Chairman Budd explained that Wal-Mart donated all the LED Lights to refurbish the snowflakes and each 

snowflake has approximately 400 lights. 

 

 



Sam Taylor Façade Grant Application 

Mr. Jeff Robinson, owner of property located at 101-A South Washington (Security Finance Building next 

to Advance Title Group) is requesting funds from the Sam Taylor Façade Grant Program for renovations to 

the front of the property at 101-A South Washington. Mr. Robinson recently received funds from the Sam 

Taylor Grant Program used to renovate the front and side of 101 South Washington (Advance Title Group, 

Inc.).  The estimated cost of the project is $10,000.00 - $15,000.00.  Taylorville Main Street has approved 

and signed the application for the Sam Taylor Façade Grant for property at 101-A South Washington. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Vota to recommend to the City Council to approve 

the Sam Taylor Façade Grant Application from Mr. Jeff Robinson with Advance Title Group, Inc. and 

owner of property located at 101-A South Washington (Security Finance Building) for renovations to the 

front of the property at 101–A South Washington, pending the completion of the façade project the amount 

may vary, and the submission of all paid receipts.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Illinois Municipal League Conference Reimbursements 

Chairman Budd explained that a City Policy needs to be in place regarding reimbursements for the elected 

officials who are attending the Illinois Municipal League Conference each year. 

 

Motion by Alderman Vota and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to direct the 

Human Resource Manager to prepare a City Policy regarding reimbursement for elected officials attending 

the IML Conference each year as follow:  100% Conference Fee for Elected Official; 50% Lodging Fee; 

100% of Parking Fee; and 100% of Amtrak Train to and from Chicago.  The City will not reimburse the L-

Train or Cab Fares.  Motion carried 4-0. 

               

Final Payment/Water Fund Loan  

Motion by Alderman Burtle and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to 

approve the final transfer of $70,000.00 from the General Fund to the Water Fund for the repayment of the 

Water Fund Loan.  Motion carried 4-0.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

American Tower Lease Agreement/Bishop Cove Area/Lake Taylorville 

Chairman Budd informed the Committee that there is no new information available regarding the American 

Tower Lease Agreement. 

 

Consolidated Communications Franchise Agreement 

The Franchise Agreement between the City of Taylorville and Consolidated Communications Enterprise 

Services, Inc. was effective on February 21, 2006 and will terminate February 21, 2016 under the terms of 

the Agreement.  Consolidated Communications Enterprise Services, Inc. is requesting to extend the Cable 

Franchise Agreement with the City when it expires February 21, 2016 to February 21, 2026.  The City 

Attorney is currently reviewing the Agreement and will compare all the Cable Franchise Agreements and 

determine if they all can expire at the same time. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Vota to recommend to the City Council to direct the 

City Attorney and City Clerk to coordinate all Cable Franchise Agreements to expire at the same time.  

Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

 

 

 



30” Northeast Sanitary Sewer 

Chairman Budd asked the Mayor to share the highlights of a telephone conversation he had with Mr. David 

Pistorius of First Midstate, Inc. regarding the sale of bonds to finance the 30” Northeast Sewer Project.  The 

Mayor asked Mr. Pistorius if the bonds issued could be callable bonds and if so how long before they could 

be called.  He was told that, on average, these types of bonds are usually sold with a callable date of 10-12 

years.  While they could be issued with an earlier callable date this would push the interest rates higher. 

 

The Mayor also briefly discussed with Mr. Pistorius the $7,280.00 invoice the City received from Standard 

& Poor’s Rating Services. He advised that the City might want to “drag its feet” a little on paying the 

invoice.  If the City does not get the low interest loan from the State and decides to move forward with the 

sale of the bonds the fee from Standard & Poor’s could be incorporated into the bond repayment schedule. 

 

Operational Expenses of Donated Building at 1617 West Spresser 

The Committee discussed the operational expenses pertaining to the building at 1617 West Spresser that 

was donated to the City.  Wareham’s Security currently has an alarm system in place that costs 

approximately $49.00 a month and the utility bill was transferred to the City on November 16, 2015. Some 

of the expenses that the City will incur are general maintenance, insurance, and the survey of the property.   

 

Motion by Alderman Vota and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to pay all 

expenses pertaining to property at 1617 West Spresser from the Contingency Fund through April 30, 2016.  

Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Chairman Budd gave the Treasurer’s Report and informed the Committee that the State of Illinois now 

owes the City of Taylorville approximately $83,359.79 for Video Gaming Tax from May – October, 2015. 

 

The August 2015 Sales Tax (received in November 2015) was $219,616.85 compared to $217,626.80 in 

August 2014 and year-to-date is $22,900.42 less than August 2014.   

 

The August 2015 Non Home Rule Sales Tax (received in November 2015) was $87,765.07 compared to 

$87,019.05 in August 2014 and year-to-date is $25,388.65 less than August 2014.   

 

The interest earned on the Sewer Project Fund Account to date is $189,151.69 and the current balance is 

$130,844.20. The balance in the Non Home Rule Sales Tax Overage Account as of November 15, 2015 is 

$493,614.50. 

 

Treasurer Nation attached a copy of a message from the IML Statehouse Briefing urging municipalities to 

contact State Legislators requesting the support of House Bill 4305 regarding the restoration of FY2016 

appropriation authority for Motor Fuel Tax (MFT), casino gaming, video gaming, and 9-1-1 revenue 

distributions.  The bill also includes funding for other non- municipal purposes.  These revenues, which are 

collected by the State for purposes of distributing the money to local governments, are being withheld as a 

result of the State budget impasse. 

 

Motion by Alderman Vota and seconded by Alderman Burtle to recommend to the City Council to accept 

the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Burtle to recess the Finance Committee Meeting 

and to be reconvened after the Ordinance Committee Meeting.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 



Meeting recessed at 7:33 P.M. to await the arrival of Alderman Dorchinecz who requested to be in 

attendance for the discussion of the sale of the City parking lot. 

 

Motion by Alderman Burtle and seconded by Alderman Jones to reconvene the Finance Committee 

Meeting.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Meeting reconvened at 8:42 P.M. 

 

Donation – Downtown Taylorville.org 

Chairman Budd would like for the City to donate to Downtown Taylorville.org to help cover the expenses 

of materials for the refurbishing of the Snowflakes. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Burtle to recommend to the City Council to donate 

$500.00 to Downtown Taylorville.org to help cover expenses of materials for refurbishing of the 

snowflakes and with the funds coming from the Community Relations Line Item.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Alderman Dorchinecz arrived at 9:00 P.M. 

 

Sale of City’s Parking Lot at South Webster and West Main Cross  

Chairman Budd began a lengthy discussion regarding the City-owned parking lot located on the southwest 

corner of the intersection of Webster and West Main Cross.  He suggested that the City might want to 

speak with representatives of the First National Bank of Taylorville regarding a possible exchange of 

property.  He feels that the City should attempt to retain some public parking in the area and that by 

exchanging properties with the bank might be a win-win scenario.  The bank would gain ownership of the 

property located directly east of their current bank building which would allow them to move forward with 

their proposed expansion.  The City would gain ownership of the parking lot on the southeast corner of the 

same block. 

 

Mayor Brotherton mentioned that the bank has been trying to obtain the “Harrison’s Parking Lot” property 

for over 20 years.  He stated that property exchanges of the type Chairman Budd had mentioned had been 

discussed previously but a successful agreement had not been reached.  The Mayor also stated that if there 

were to be additional negotiations with representatives of the bank he would excuse himself due to a 

potential conflict of interest. 

 

Alderman Dorchinecz voiced his opposition to a trade or sale.  He would like to see more information 

regarding the bank’s proposed expansion plans. He also informed the Committee that he had learned that 

the concrete covered lot located on the northeast corner of the South Webster & West Market intersection 

had been purchased. 

 

Alderman Burtle mentioned that he has not seen the proposed plan shown at a previous Committee Meeting 

but would like to.  He would also like to see the bank upgrade all the property it owns on that block and 

suggested that any deal made should contain that requirement. 

 

Chairman Budd asked if this item should be put on the next Finance Committee Agenda.  Due to the 

holidays in December it was decided that the January Meeting would be preferable.  

 

Alderman Dorchinecz left at 9:16 P.M. 

 

 



Any Other Matters 

Alderman Heberling stated that he would like any funds received from the CIEG Grant Money to be 

applied to any car loan. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Vota to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Larry Budd, Chairman 

Finance Committee 

 

 


