
At the Public Hearing held in the Council Chambers by the City Council, January 19, 

2016, the following proceedings were held and entered in this record in the 

following words and figures to wit: 

 

 

____________________________________  ___________________________________ 

  City Clerk        Mayor 

 

 

The Mayor called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

Roll Call - Aldermen Budd, Burtle, Dorchinecz, Heberling, Jones, Moore, Vota and 

Walters were present.   

   

Also in attendance were Mayor Brotherton, City Clerk Peabody, City Attorney Romano, 

Pat Kretzer, Alan Collebrusco, Mike Welge, Jim Altman, Steve Breckenridge, Drew 

Stephenson, George Calvert, Randy Miller, Andy Lasswell, Alan Jackson, Dave 

Herpstreith, Josh Assad, Babe Assad, Talon Burton, Doug Hughes, Max Rupe, and 

Lawrence E. Tolliver. 

 

The Mayor announced that the purpose of the Public Hearing before the City Council 

and Plan Commission was to consider an Ordinance making amendments to the Zoning 

Ordinance of the City of Taylorville, Illinois by amending Sections 5-5-2 and 10-

5-6 of the Taylorville City Code regarding the addition of Indoor Firing Ranges as 

a Special Use in Commercial 1 (C-1) and Commercial 2 (C-2) Districts and allowing 

the discharge of firearms therein. 

 

The Mayor asked for comments or questions from the Council.   

 

Alderman Walters stated he was in favor as it will be beneficial to the City, more 

jobs, and additional sales tax. 

 

Alderman Heberling supports the idea of a shooting range inside City limits but 

still has questions regarding the maintenance program.  There is no environmental 

control included in the amendment, nothing about noise control or air quality.  

There should be restrictions to proximity to residential and other businesses and 

hours of operation. 

 

Alderman Moore said it was a good idea if the aldermen visited one of these sites.  

He went to the one in Pana and couldn’t hear any shooting from outside the building, 

nor could the person with him. 

 

Alderman Budd visited three facilities and could clearly hear them outside the 

buildings at all three, Pana included, as could the people with him.  He is against 

allowing automatic weapons and 50 caliber rifles. 

 

Alderman Vota has concerns and still has questions to ask and feels that the 

Ordinance should also be for Industrial zoned areas as a Special Use. 

 

Alderman Jones stated there are a number of questions and hopefully someone here 

tonight will be able to answer them; this would be a revenue generator. 

 

Alderman Burtle stated smaller communities are making it work, we should too; we 

desperately need new businesses. 

 

Alderman Dorchinecz said we need this for the community. 

 

Alderman Moore said that if the City puts too many restrictions it won’t be 

profitable for the developer. 

 

The Mayor asked for comments or questions from the audience.   

 

Josh Assad, a person interested in building this type of facility, hopes to ease 

the Council’s concerns; however, he has a big concern.  This would be a huge 

investment on his part and too many restrictions will put a strain on his return. 

He needs semi-automatic and full automatic, the caliber is not harmful it’s the 

type of ammunition that should be the concern.  If there are too many restrictions, 

it may not be worth him doing; some restrictions okay but not too many.  He cautioned 

the Council and the Plan Commission on what/how many restrictions to put on. 

 

Motion by Alderman Walters and seconded by Alderman Burtle to adjourn.  Motion 

carried (8-0). 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:21 P.M. 

 

 


