
Taylorville City Tree Board Meeting 

June 19, 2012 

 

Members Present:     Members Absent:  Chad Lavin 

 

Phyllis Wilson      Also Present:  Curt Robinson  

Geri Niemann 

Adam Johnson 

Rhonda Kraft 

Alderman Burtle 

 

     Chairman Kraft called the meeting to order on Tuesday, June 19, 2012 at 5:00 P.M. 

 

     First agenda item discussed was a tree removal request made by Curt Robinson.   

Mr. Robinson lives at 902 West Vine St. and the tree of concern lies on the corner of the 

boulevard and his driveway which is adjacent to the alley.  The tree is a Silver Maple and one of 

five large trees that line the boulevard on the east side of his property.  

Mr. Robinson stated that he has had ongoing problems with sewage backup in his basement for 

years.  He was hopeful that the improvements made to the sewage infrastructure on Powers St. 

last year would have solved his problems, but they have not.  He reported that already this year 

he has called Jamison Plumbing multiple times and that John Estes from Jamison Plumbing 

states this particular tree’s roots are responsible for his problems.  Chairman Kraft stated that she 

had discussed the situation with Mr. Estes and he emphatically reiterated Mr. Robinson’s opinion 

that tree roots are responsible for the sewage backups.  Mr. Robinson stated that if the city will 

take this tree down, he is willing to replant an appropriate tree as a replacement.  Chairman Kraft 

made a motion to recommend to the street and sewer committee that the tree be cut down.  Board 

member Niemann seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

     Second agenda item discussed was an upcoming city Ash tree inventory.  Kraft & Niemann 

met recently with Emily Hanson from SIU Forestry Dept. to discuss an organized effort to 

inventory city trees—primarily Ash trees in preparation for the Emerald Ash Borer.  Various 

ideas about soliciting help from the Master Gardeners and the high school envirothon team were 

discussed.  Emily Hanson and her assistant will conduct training time and volunteer their 

services to help Taylorville conduct this inventory. 

 

     Third agenda item discussed was the streetscaping project at the corner of Rt 29 & McAdam 

Drive.  Alderman Burtle shared a letter from the Historical Society which praised the project and 

everyone agreed that there has been a great deal of positive feedback.  One Norfolk Pine has 

been replaced but all other trees appear to be alive.  The fire department has been regularly 

watering all the trees—without which, there would be little hope of their survival.  Appreciation 

for the fire department was expressed.  Alderman Burtle and board member Kraft purchased 

mulch two weeks ago and mulched all the trees.  Superintendent Jackson plans to place a park 

bench under one of the older Oak trees in the near future and it is hopeful we may get some 

volunteer help in digging out some of the wild honeysuckle still coming up. 

 



     The Gingko trees on the square were discussed as their survival looks bleak.  It is felt at this 

time to just leave them alone until next spring to see if any will survive.  The two nights of 

freezing temperatures in May were the turning point for the trees and since have not been able to 

adequately produce a second growth of leaves.  There are still signs of life in the trees and 

Chairman Kraft will continue to keep them watered in hopes they will bounce back next spring. 

 

     Motion to adjourn by board member Niemann and seconded by board member Kraft. Motion 

carried 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 5:43 P.M. 

 

Rhonda Kraft, Chairman 

 

         


