
Taylorville City Tree Board Meeting 

August 21, 2012 

 

 

Members Present:      Members Absent: 

 

Geri Niemann       Chad Lavin 

Phyllis Wilson       Adam Johnson 

Rhonda Kraft 

Alderman Burtle 

 

Chairman Kraft called the meeting to order on Tuesday, August 21, 2012 at 5:00 P.M. 

 

     First agenda item discussed was the tree removal request by Karen and Tom Harvell.  

The Harvells live at 2305 Lakeshore Drive and the tree under consideration lies close to 

the street and at the south edge of their driveway.  They are requesting the removal 

because they believe it is dying.  All board members drove by their property to examine 

the tree before the meeting.  All board members agreed that the tree looked dead and it 

should be removed for them. Board members Lavin and Johnson contacted chairman 

Kraft before the meeting to share their opinion.   Chairman Kraft made a motion to 

recommend to the street and sewer committee that the tree be removed.  Board member 

Niemann seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 

     The fate of the Gingko trees on the square was also discussed.  Chairman Kraft 

reported that she still has not received the final results from the lab which is testing the 

soil for chemical contamination.  She did call them several weeks ago and they stated 

over the phone that in preliminary testing, one chemical in particular has already been 

found.  Kraft stated she would call the lab again to inquire again as to when we might 

receive the full and final results of the soil testing.  Presently, the results of the test will 

most likely determine future plans for the sidewalk cutouts on the square.  Enlarging the 

cutouts has been discussed. 

 

     Discussion was given briefly to the corner of Rt 29 & McAdam Drive.  The summer 

heat has been very difficult for the trees with an obvious loss of the pine trees.  The 

consensus is that we wait until later this fall to consider a fresh clean-up and replanting of 

the dead trees.  It is felt going forward that to give the greatest chance for survival, all 

new trees should be planted in the fall.  Great appreciation is offered to the fire 

department for their help in watering the trees this past summer.  Without their continued 

help, most likely 100% of the trees planted in that area would have not survived the 

summer. 

 

     Motion to adjourn by board member Niemann and seconded by board member Kraft.  

Motion carried 3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 5:40 P.M. 

 

Rhonda Kraft, Chairman 


