
 

STREET & SEWER COMMITTEE 

    April 25, 2013 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  ALSO PRESENT: 

Alderman Walters   Superintendent Wiseman  Mayor Brotherton  

Alderman Dorchinecz   Alderman Burtle   Alderman Lawrence 

Alderman Koonce   Rhonda Kraft    Larry Budd 

Alderman Heberling*   Eric Peden    Oscar Arras 

     Bev Morrison  

 

Chairman Walters called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

OPTIMIST CLUB-CHARITABLE FUND DRIVE 

Motion by Alderman Dorchinecz and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the request of the Optimist Club to solicit funds at the corner of West Main 

Cross and Webster Street for Flag Day on June 14th to help support the annual fireworks 

celebration.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

ALLOW RHONDA KRAFT TO ATTEND NATIVE OAK CLASS 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Dorchinecz to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the request of Tree Board Chairman Rhonda Kraft to attend the Ecology & 

Practice of Establishing Native Oaks Seminar on October 16
th

 in Petersburg at a cost of $125.00.  

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

TREE BOARD MINUTES 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Dorchinecz to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the minutes of the April 16, 2013 Tree Board Meeting.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

LANDSCAPE IN FRONT OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

Tree Board Chairman Rhonda Kraft had submitted a short narrative of which existing 

trees/shrubs should be kept, ideas and a list of possible shrubs, trees and plants which she feels 

would work well for landscaping around the Municipal Building.  Alderman Earl Walters has 

researched and made a list of prices and information of each of these plants and drawn a map to 

scale.   

 

*Alderman Heberling arrived at 6:06 P.M. 

 

Motion by Alderman Dorchinecz and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the 

City Council to approve the landscaping around the Municipal Building at a cost not to exceed 

$1,500.00 using proceeds from one month of the Video Gaming Proceeds.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 Rhonda Kraft also suggested the grass be aerated. 

 

GPS SYSTEM FOR CITY VEHICLES 

An estimate of $6,930.00 was received for installing GPS/Cellular equipment in 70 City 

vehicles.   The monthly cost per vehicle is $24.95 and the cost per year for the City would be 

$20,958.00.       



 

Superintendent Wiseman stated he and the Lake and Water Superintendents are very interested 

in getting GPS Systems in City Vehicles for safety, convenience, and to improve work force.  

Alderman Heberling asked if it was to judge work performance.  He was told no.  The 

Committee asked if he would get a quote for the Street & Sewer Departments only. 

 

No action was taken. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

Superintendent Wiseman reported his departments have been chipping brush and duro-patching.  

He and City Engineer Joe Greene are looking for a $200,000.00 DCCA Grant for the Rich and 

England Sanitary Sewer from Cheney to Houston.  They may have to get a low income survey. 

 

He showed the Committee a three (3) page work order list and said he will request four full time 

employees. 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

 

Bids for the Ward II City Park, Phase 4 Park Avenue Storm Sewer Project will be opened May 

9
th

 at 3:00 P.M. 

 

A thank you was received from Brownie Troop 3011 for allowing them to sell cookies on the 

corner of Webster & Main Cross.  This allowed them to add 270 boxes of cookies to their sales. 

 

Towing Rates 

During the last big snow when vehicles had to be towed for the snow plows to clean the streets, 

some residents complained of the variance in towing fees of the four companies on the Police 

Department’s rotating list.  One company has increasing fees for a small, medium or large truck 

depending on which one is available or which one he brings.  It was asked if ambulance calls 

would be the same.  The matter will be forwarded to the Ordinance Committee. 

 

Presentation-Utility Service Partners, Inc.-Homeowner Warranty Program  

Oscar Arras, Regional Account Manager for Utility Service Partners, Inc., spoke to the 

Committee about his company’s warranty program for homeowners when repairs on sewer or 

water lines are their responsibility.  He stated they take care of the line to make it operational 

again.  When a problem arises, homeowners call Utility Service Partners, who then call a 

plumber.  They use local plumbers who must respond to the homeowner one hour after called by 

the warranty company.  A 10% rebate goes back to the municipality.  Payments for the program 

are $5.95 monthly. 

 

They request the use of the City’s logo on their letters to customers.  All Aldermen present and 

the Mayor were very adamant stating “NO” - that would look like City endorsement.  Mr. Arras 

stated they are not an insurance company but a self-insured warranty company.  Mayor 

Brotherton stated we should make this information available to educate the public that there are 

companies available as an option for a big sewer line or water line repair.   

 

Mr. Arras will send additional information to Mayor Brotherton including terms and conditions. 

 



Alderman Dorchinecz would like the Ordinance Committee to address fees to residents when 

repairs must be made to water or sewer lines located under a roadway. 

 

Cherokee/Adams Railroad Crossing 

Norfolk & Southern Railroad Special Agent Eric Peden informed the Committee there have been 

over 20 reported incidents since 2007 at the Cherokee and Adams Street Railroad Crossing.  

They are negotiating with the City on closing the crossing as a safety matter.  Two years ago the 

City approved “No Left Turn” on Adams, but many drivers do not obey the signs.  The City is 

being offered benefits from ICC, IDOT and Norfolk and Southern for funds to put up barriers 

and signage.   This matter will be placed on a Street & Sewer Committee Agenda soon. 

   

Motion by Alderman Dorchinecz and seconded by Alderman Koonce to adjourn.  Motion carried 

4-0.   Meeting adjourned at 8:02 P.M. 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Earl Walters, Chairman 


