
STREET & SEWER COMMITTEE 

       July 25, 2013 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  ALSO PRESENT: 

Alderman Walters   Superintendent Wiseman Jerry & Rita Moomey   

Alderman Dorchinecz   Alderman Burtle  Vickie McCaslin  

Alderman Heberling   Alderman Vota  Janet Bentley  

     Alderman Budd  Matt Hutchison  

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Wes Aymer   Lester Fabicheski 

Ray Koonce    Jeff, Trina & Hunter Fry Mellisa Herwig 

     Dani Knecht   Shirley Sams 

     Dee & Danielle McClure 

     Scott, Adrianne & Andrew Ostermeier 

 

REQUEST TO USE OLD COUNTRY CLUB FOR SOCCER PRACTICE  

Jeff Fry was present to ask permission to use the old Country Club property for soccer practice.  

He is looking for an alternative area for practices; they have permission to practice at the Don 

Bragg area but the JFL is there a lot and they get bumped to the softball field.  He stated they 

want the soccer program to continue growing and he has an area in mind if approved.  The 

Committee asked Superintendent Speagle if he had any objections, he stated he did not but he 

did have some rules which are as follows: 

 

  No permanent structures are allowed 

   No alcohol 

   Don’t park on the grass 

   Pick up their trash 

   Present him with a schedule 

 

There were concerns about the liability issues. Mr. Fry stated they have signed waivers in the 

past for the Don Bragg area and he has no problem with signing waivers and offered to let the 

City use one they have to customize for the City.  Mayor Brotherton stated he didn’t have any 

problems with them using the property for practice if they sign waivers and asked Mr. Fry to 

bring a sample to the City Clerk’s Office.  Mr. Fry stated the soccer goals are very sturdy and 

would be left there.  The Committee asked if the City Attorney should be contacted. City 

Engineer Joe Greene was present and suggested they contact the City’s insurance carrier as there 

was probably a rider to the policy for a small fee.  Water Superintendent David Speagle stated 

there are always events held on City property, such as the fishing tournaments, and as long as 

they are practicing in a nonharmful environment he doesn’t have a problem and felt that waivers 

would be sufficient.   

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Dorchinecz to recommend to the 

City Council to ask City Attorney Romano his opinions regarding insurance requirements for 

events on City property at the August 5
th

 City Council Meeting.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 

TAYLORVILLE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (TMH) 5-K RUN  
Janet Bentley informed the Committee that Taylorville Memorial Hospital in cooperation with 

Taylorville Cup Wine Event (TCWE) is sponsoring its first 5K Run/Walk “Take the Girls Out 

for a Run”, to be held on Saturday, October 12, 2013 at 8:00 A.M. for Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month.  They are asking permission to have the run as they would like the course to begin and 



end at the Southeast corner of the Taylorville Square.  The course will go south on South Main to 

the Manner’s Park entrance, circling the Park twice, before heading north on South Main to the 

finish line.  

 

The Committee advised her to have volunteers at the intersections and they have to wear vests. 

She was advised to contact Street and Sewer Superintendent Wiseman if there were any 

problems.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Dorchinecz to recommend to the 

City Council to approve the Taylorville Memorial Hospital in cooperation with Taylorville Cup 

Wine Event (TCWE) for “Take the Girls Out for a Run”- 5K Run/Walk on October 12, 2013 

beginning at 8:00 A.M.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 

THS  BAND BOOSTERS FUND RAISER OCTOBER 12, 2013  

Vickie McCaslin asked the Committee approval for the THS Band Boosters to stand at the 

corner of West Main Cross and Webster Streets for Band Tag Day on Saturday, October 12, 

2013.  

 

Motion by Alderman Dorchinecz and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the 

City Council to approve the THS Band Boosters Charitable Fund Drive for Band Tag Day to be 

held October 12, 2013 at the intersection of West Main Cross and Webster Street.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

BLOCK OFF SOUTH MAIN FOR ST. MARY’S CHURCH PARISH FIESTA 

Jerry and Rita Moomey were present for the St. Mary’s Church Parish Fiesta for approval to 

block the street as done in the past. 

 

Motion by Alderman Dorchinecz and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the 

City Council to block off South Main Street from West Adams to the second alley past the 

school from Friday, September 20
th

 at 4:00 P.M. until Sunday, September 22
nd

 at 6:00 P.M. for 

the St. Mary’s Church Parish Fiesta and to coordinate plans with Superintendent Wiseman.  

Motion carried 3-0.  

 

FARM BUREAU 5K RUN 

Mellisa Herwig, Manager of the Christian County Farm Bureau was present for approval of a 5K 

Run.   The Christian County Farm Bureau Young Ag Leaders is hosting a “Plowing the Streets 

5K” on Saturday, September 7
th

.  This event will start a scholarship fund for Christian County 

students majoring in agriculture.  The planned route is to head South on Madison Street from the 

Farm Bureau Office to Second Street, turn right to Shumway, turn left on Shumway, take 

Shumway to Prairie Street and turn right, take Prairie Street to Houston Street, turn right (North) 

onto Houston St, turn right (East) onto Adams St., turn left on Morton St., turn left onto Franklin 

St, to turn right onto Houston, to Vine and turn right, take Vine Street to Madison Street and turn 

right onto Madison Street, continue to Market Street .  They want to block the corner of Madison 

& Market at an angle to allow traffic to enter into the Taylorville Food Center parking lot.  Street 

& Sewer Superintendent Wiseman said he would get them barricades but it would be up to them 

to put up and take down.  

 

Ms. Herwig was asked if they had contacted the neighbors to see if this would cause any 

problems; they had not but she advised she will put something in the paper.  She was advised to 



have volunteers wearing vests set up on the route. She stated she was going to ask the Police 

Department for assistance.  She was informed the Police Department did not have the manpower 

to assist.  Mayor Brotherton suggested she ask the Sheriff’s Office for help from the reserves or 

the Police Department Explorer Post.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Dorchinecz to recommend to the 

City Council to approve the 5K route and the blocking of the 400 block of Market Street and the 

south end of the 200 block of Madison Street for the Christian County Farm Bureau Young Ag 

Leaders “Plowing the Streets 5K” on Saturday, September 7
th

 beginning at 8:00 A.M for 

registration with the run to begin by 9:30 A.M.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 

HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING PARADE 

Wes Aymer and Matt Hutchison were present to discuss the THS Homecoming Parade Route. 

  

Motion by Alderman Dorchinecz and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the 

City Council to allow the Taylorville High School Homecoming Parade at 5:30 P.M. on 

Thursday, September 26, 2013 with the same route as last year.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

PURCHASE GPS FOR SEWER MAIN 

No action was taken at this time regarding the purchase of GPS for the sewer mains. 

 

TREE REMOVAL-WEST PARK AVENUE-QUOTES 

The Street Department is repairing the work on West Park Avenue that was torn up for the new 

storm sewers. The City offered to do the work and put it back the way it was as agreed. There is 

$13,408.50 left from this project. Alderman Walters stated by improving this road it would fix 

the ditches.  

 

There was discussion regarding tree removal on West Park Avenue. The Committee asked if this 

project was being done for the Hathaway Homes Subdivision.  Chairman Walters stated the plan 

was to extend the road for road improvement but will also be another entrance/exit for Hathaway 

Homes and an asset for Emergency Services.  City Engineer Joe Greene stated it was on the 

Final Plat and Construction Plans of the Hathaway Homes to extend Park Avenue to Hathaway 

Homes.  Street Superintendent Wiseman agreed with Mr. Greene that now is the time to 

complete this project and Water Superintendent Speagle has plans to loop the water mains on 

Elm and Park to hook into the proposed water main for the subdivision.  There has been 

opposition from the neighbors who stated they were told when the work was done that 

everything would be put back to the way it was; there were no plans at that time to take the trees 

down or anyone moving a fence, which is what the plans are now.   City Engineer Greene stated 

this is the time to extend the road while the City is repairing it; it would never be any cheaper to 

complete than now.  Mayor Brotherton agreed stating he understands the neighbors not wanting 

to give up their dead end road but there has already been discussion regarding future 

development.  Mr. Greene advised that the property owner bought the property off of West Elm 

for development.  He sold some property for the construction of a cell phone tower and 

eventually he wants Abby Road to connect to the Langleyville Road for further development. 

 

Some members of the Council in attendance asked what the cost would be to complete this 

project using City labor.  The estimate was $26,200.00 so with the $13,408.50 it leaves a balance 

of $12,791.50.  There was some opposition from some members of the Council stating this 

$26,200.00 would only benefit a few residents; there is work all over town that needs to be 



completed.  They also stated the opening of this street was not discussed at any City Committee 

Meetings.  Mr. Greene stated it was discussed at a Plan Commission Meeting and that it was on 

record. They felt that the City had an obligation to see that the neighborhoods are not disturbed 

when the road work was done, that it should be put back the way it was.   The Committee asked 

what the status of Hathaway Homes is.  Alderman Walters stated he heard they were to start 

construction the first of September.    

 

Alderman Budd was in attendance and agreed that the roads should be connected and complete 

work on the drainage. One Alderman asked why this had to be done right now.   He thinks if 

development is done that will result in an increase in the tax base, it should be done then, not 

now.  

 

Mayor Brotherton informed the Aldermen that the City Engineer is telling you that now is the 

time to extend the road.  Alderman Vota has concerns regarding ditches in front of residences; 

how did the contractor decide to tear up the yards to put in the ditches.  Mr. Greene informed 

him he surveyed the property and found every property corner dating back to 1926 when it was 

laid out; there are fences ten to twelve feet off the line.    Chairman Walters stated they have the 

opportunity now to look ahead as the property owner has already been approached to sell 

adjacent land for more housing.  He stated he is sorry for the neighbors but if this project 

continues the City will move the fences.   There was discussion regarding the last housing 

development on Arlington Street which is off of Vandeveer; England Street was extended, so 

what is the difference between that subdivision and this one?  Two of the Aldermen stated the 

difference was they were not on the Council at that time. The Mayor stated it wouldn’t be fair to 

the neighbors to clean the area up then go back and tear the property up when they decide to do it 

at a later date. Alderman Dorchinecz stated that both Aldermen from that ward are against it and 

the neighbors don’t want it, so he cannot support.  Chairman Walters advised this discussion 

needed to come to a conclusion and asked for a motion to get quotes to cut down the trees to 

eventually extend the road. No action was taken.  

 

WARD USE OF UTILITY TAX MONEY 

There was discussion regarding Ward use of Utility Tax money.  Chairman Walters stated that 

unless the Aldermen agree to pool the Utility Tax money for a joint project money from one 

ward should not be spent on another ward without Committee approval.  Chairman Walters and 

Street Superintendent Wiseman advised there had been money spent from Ward III on a Ward I 

project and they stated it should not have been done.  Ward III Alderman Dorchinecz advised 

that he and Alderman Jones made a decision to fix a problem that was created from a Water 

Department repair.  There was a meter well in the middle of the sidewalk and the sidewalk was 

all torn up so he said to fix it.  He stated the lady did not ask for additional sidewalk to be 

repaired but it needed fixed.  He stated he thought he was doing the right thing but that he wants 

it documented that Ward I is to reimburse Ward III for this repair.  There was discussion 

regarding what the Utility Tax money was to be used for, stating that some new curbs and gutters 

were replaced using these funds and there is a program for sidewalk and curb replacement.   

 

Mayor Brotherton stated they all need to be on the same page and read a motion from the March 

3, 1998 City Council Minutes which reads: 

“. . To direct the City Treasurer to establish and set up, on or before May 1, 1998, a 

separate interest bearing bank account to be known as the “Street Maintenance Interest Bearing 

Trust Fund” for the sole purpose of using such funds for street maintenance with the 

understanding that the City’s labor costs shall not be charged against this account; and to further 



direct the City Treasurer to deposit into such account2/3rds of all Utility Tax Revenue collected 

from and after April 30, 1998 into such account; and to further provide that no funds deposited 

into such account shall be distributed or expended therefrom without the approval of the City 

Council from time to time.”  

 

After much discussion there was no action taken; this will be discussed again at next month’s 

Street and Sewer Committee Meeting.  Mayor Brotherton was asked to make copies of the 

information regarding the use of Utility Tax information for that meeting.  

 

PERMISSION TO PURCHASE BOOM MOWER 

Superintendent Wiseman stated he has budgeted for a new boom mower; the State Bid price is 

$27,700.00 but he is looking at purchasing a new tractor because the way the mower is built it 

would require another $5,000.00 piece to fit the new tractor.  He has looked at a John Deere 

6150M for $93,675.66.  He stated he would trade in the old tractor for $6,000.00 and take 

$50,000.00 from his budget which would leave a balance of $70,375.66.  He advised the other 

departments would use the tractor also so the remaining balance should be divided between 

Lake, Water, Cemetery and Airport’s 2014/2015 budgets.  

 

The Committee asked if he had already ordered the tractor, he had not.  The Committee asked 

him to check into other options such as demo models and gave their approval to look into other 

options and pricing.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Superintendent Wiseman reported his crew has been doing a lot of road work and put a catch 

basin in at Sunset and Lakeshore Drive which had been promised to the property owner.  They 

also worked on a storm sewer at Heights and Virginia and worked on old Oak Rd.   Next month 

they will be grinding Briarcliff, Illini Dr. and E. Franklin.  

  

Alderman Heberling thanked him for the work done on the alley beside the Country Kitchen.  

Superintendent Wiseman advised they also did work on John Street and other alleys.  

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Andy Lasswell notified Street Superintendent Wiseman that he is planning on having tuck 

pointing done to a building in the 100 block of East Market.  They will need to block one lane of  

East Market for one day and will need to block the sidewalk in front of the building on Market 

Street. The sidewalks will be barricaded.   

 

The Committee was informed that Taylorville Main Street is relocating their pork chop dinner to 

the inside East side of the square on Thursdays. 

  

City Engineer Joe Greene was present and recommended that retainage in the amount of 

$20,000.00 be paid to McIntire & Company.  When this retainage is paid it will close out the  

Ward II-Kenmore-Phase 2 & 3 Storm Sewer Projects.  This was not an agenda item; it will be 

forwarded to the August 5
th

 City Council Agenda.  

 

The Spillway Bridge Project is two years ahead of schedule.  The project is to be funded 80% 

Federal, 10% City and 10% County.  The County had agreed to pay half of the City’s share but  

have already spent their funds not knowing this project was going to be ready early.  

Superintendent Wiseman stated he discussed this with the County and advised them that he has 



enough in the MFT funds to pay the entire portion and the County has agreed to reimburse their 

share of $246,000.00 in two installments, half in 2014 and half in 2015.    

 

The Committee asked if Treasurer Nation had been advised of this; Chairman Walters advised he 

has spoken with her. The City received a Local Agency for Federal Participation form from the 

Illinois Department of Transportation that the Mayor has to sign, but the one received had an 

error.  This will be forwarded to the August 5, 2013 City Council Agenda.  While this project is 

being done the main entrance to the Lake will be the Cemetery Bridge Road.  

 

The Bridge has lead paint and will have to be enclosed like the Water Tower has been. Mr. 

Greene advised this project was to begin in November and will take approximately 140 working 

days; will probably take a full year because of weather. 

 

There was discussion regarding a map Chairman Walters had presented with roadways the State 

wants the City to take over which would be done by a Jurisdictional Transfer which are as 

follows:     

Morrison Drive from Abes Way to E. Lawn Drive 

                                    Greenview Street from Pershing to Lincoln Trail  

              A portion of IL State Route 48, south of the Airport 

ADM between McAdam Drive & RR tracks (short piece of road beyond 

the barricade) 

 

This will be an agenda item for next month’s meeting.  

 

Johnson Township is interested in taking over the portion of IL State Route 48.  The Committee 

was informed if they take over the roadway they would receive funds from the State to take over 

the maintenance; if the City annexes this area in after the Township takes the roadway the City 

would not get any funds for maintenance.  

 

Superintendent Wiseman advised he has been taking pictures of curbs for City Engineer Greene 

to check to see if funds could be used for this to meet the Transportation Enhancement Grant 

Requirement rather than pay the State back $36,000.00 already received.  

 

Alderman Vota stated he has had signs approved by I.D.O.T for Boyd Dappert, which will be in 

in October.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Dorchinecz to adjourn.  Motion 

carried 3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:43 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Earl Walters, Chairman 

 


