
STREET & SEWER COMMITTEE 

   August 22, 2013 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  ALSO PRESENT: 

Alderman Walters   Mayor Brotherton  Doug & Carla Black 

Alderman Heberling   Superintendent Wiseman Skip & Marlane Miller 

Alderman Koonce   Alderman Burtle  Malia Hepburn 

     Alderman Budd  Amy Hagen 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Alderman Vota 

Alderman Dorchinecz   Mario Podeschi  

     James & Sandy Haines 

     Elizabeth Hohenstein      

     Shirley Sams 

 

 

KC FUND DRIVE REQUEST FOR WEBSTER STREET-SEPTEMBER 27
TH

 & 28
TH

  

Mario Podeschi representing the Knights of Columbus asked permission to hold their annual 

Tootsie Roll Drive.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the KC Charitable Fund Drive to be held September 27
th

 and September 28
th

 

at the intersection of West Main Cross and Webster Street.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

UNITED WAY OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY “SHRED EVENT” SEPTEMBER 14, 2013  

Malia Hepburn, United Way and Amy Hagen, U.S. Bank were present to discuss a “Shred 

Event” fundraiser.   They are requesting to block parking spaces on the South Side of the Square.  

Affordable Shred offered their services including employees for the donation of non-perishable 

food items or cash for food banks. There will be a limit of five boxes per vehicle. Businesses will 

not be allowed to participate during this event but if they are interested in shredding they could 

work with them afterwards.  

 

They were asked to notify the businesses on the Square of the event and to coordinate with Ed 

Downs for the Farmers Market.  They were informed the area will have to be barricaded and they 

need to wear vests.  Superintendent Wiseman told them he would deliver six to eight (6-8) 

barricades but it is their responsibility to put them up and take them down; he will pick them up 

afterwards.    

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the United Way of Christian County “Shred Event” on September 14, 2013 

from 9:00 A.M.-11:00 A.M. on the South Side Outside Lane of the Square.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 

TAYLORVILLE MAIN STREET “MEET THE MACHINES” OCTOBER 12, 2013 

Elizabeth Hohenstein, Main Street requested the blocking of the North, West and South Side of 

the Square for a “Meet the Machines” event on October 12, 2013 from 10:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.   

They plan to line the inside lane with equipment children may not normally get to see.  They are 

going to have ambulances, race cars, quarter midgets, tractors etc.  She hopes to get some dump 

trucks and bob cats.  Alderman Walters asked if they were going to have volunteers to help.  Ms. 

Hohenstein stated she was hoping that the owners of the vehicles will stay with their equipment 



to help with assisting children in and out of the vehicles for pictures.  They are making up fliers 

for the schools to pass out. It was recommended that the Police Department be notified of the 

event.  

 

Superintendent Wiseman will drop off cones but advised it would be up to them to place the 

cones and take them down.   

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the request from Taylorville Main Street to close off the inside parking 

spaces around the Square on October 12
th

  from 10:00 A.M-1:00 P.M. for a “Meet the Machines” 

event. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF TREE BOARD MINUTES 

Rhonda Kraft and Kira Propst were present from the Tree Board.         

 

Chairman Walters asked for a motion to approve the August 20
th

 Tree Board Minutes.   The first 

item on the agenda was a request form Sally Bethel to remove two large trees from her property.   

It was recommended to the Bethels that when they are ready to replant, they choose a tree from 

the recommended tree list and that they plant at least one on City property.  

 

Ms. Kraft advised the Committee that normally if the tree appears to be healthy she is against 

taking it down but the Maple is a very large tree and the owners advised the tree is cracking the 

foundation and Doug Hughes, a tree contractor, advised the tree is dead on the inside.  She 

advised the Ash tree is definitely damaged and has boring holes from insects; there are no 

documented cases of Emerald Ash Borers in Taylorville as of yet but they are in Decatur.  The 

Bethels are willing to pay for the removal of the trees and are willing to replant new trees.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the minutes of the August 20
th

 Tree Board Minutes and to allow Sally Bethel, 

701 Thompson Street to remove two trees on her property at her expense.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 

The second item of discussion was the potential replanting of Gingko Trees in the sidewalk 

cutouts on the square.  A motion was made to recommend obtaining an estimate from Tullis 

Excavating for the curbing work involved in enlarging the sidewalk cutouts.  This led to a 

lengthy discussion on whether or not the approving of the minutes includes approving the 

motions made in that meeting.  Chairman Walters stated if there is a question regarding the way 

the motions have been handled that he wants clarification from the City Attorney regarding the 

proper procedure; Mayor Brotherton will speak with Mr. Romano.  

 

Alderman Burtle advised a motion is not needed, the Mayor can direct Superintendent Wiseman 

to get a quote for the curb work.  The Committee agreed so he will get quotes and bring to next 

month’s Street & Sewer Committee Meeting.  

                             

WARD USE OF UTILITY TAX MONEY 

There was discussion regarding the ward use of utility tax money with the Aldermen in 

attendance agreeing that each ward’s money should stay in that ward.  Mayor Brotherton advised 

that in the past the wards had pooled together for large projects. He then read from a packet of 

information which was put together by the previous City Treasurer, Terri France which is as 

follows: 



“July 17, 2003 Finance Committee Meeting 

Treasurer France presented a synopsis of every action taken by the City Council pertaining to 

Utility Tax back to June 6, 1988.  A motion was made March 3, 1998 to direct the City Treasurer 

to establish and set up, on or before May 1, 1998, a separate interest bearing bank account to be 

known as the  “Street Maintenance Interest Bearing Trust Fund” for the sole purpose of using 

such funds for street maintenance with the understanding that the City’s labor costs shall not be 

charged against this account,  and to further direct the City Treasurer to deposit into such account 

2/3rds of all Utility Tax Revenue collected from and after April 30, 1998 into such account, and  

to further provide that no funds deposited into such account shall be distributed or expended  

therefrom without the approval of the City Council from time to time.  Motion carried”  

 

There was discussion about sidewalks stating that in the past ward money was not used for this; 

there is a sidewalk program.  After much discussion the Aldermen agreed to disagree. 

 

There was discussion regarding directing City Attorney Romano to review and update the 

ordinance; it was decided more discussion was needed and to forward to the Ordinance 

Committee.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to forward the use of ward money to the Ordinance Committee.  Motion carried 3-0.  

 

JURISDICTIONAL TRANSFER OF STREETS WITH STATE OF ILLINOIS 

There was discussion regarding roadways the State wants the City to take over through a 

Jurisdictional Transfer; they are as follows: 

     

Morrison Drive from Abes Way to E. Lawn Drive 

                                    Greenview Street from Pershing to Lincoln Trail  

              A portion of IL State Route 48, south of the Airport 

Section of Old Rt. 48 by ADM 

 

There was a lot of discussion regarding the pros and cons of accepting these roads with the 

Aldermen asking how much money the State will give for each area.  Superintendent Wiseman 

stated he didn’t know at this point that it would have to be negotiated.  He did say that the State 

upgraded Spresser Street before they gave it to us.  The Aldermen in attendance were asked their 

opinions which led to the discussion regarding whether or not the City was looking at annexing 

the area of IL State Route 48, south of the Airport.   Chairman Walters advised that the question 

of annexation has not been formally discussed, the State approached City Engineer Joe Greene 

about the City taking it over, the City did not contact them.   Superintendent Wiseman was asked 

who contacted Mr. Greene and did they discuss any idea regarding the money.  He advised he 

did not know but he could find out.  Mayor Brotherton stated he shares the residents concerns 

regarding annexation; this was not the intention of the transfer.   

 

Alderman Heberling asked that a motion be made for each road individually rather than as a 

group.   

 

There were several residents from the IL State Route 48 area.  Sandy Haines asked if the 

residents could speak before they took a vote.  Chairman Walters advised her that he would let 

someone speak on behalf of the group and that they would have three minutes at the end of the 

meeting to speak.   Mayor Brotherton stated these motions are just to start the negotiations with 



the State.   Alderman Heberling asked Chairman Walters to open the floor to the residents for 

discussion; he advised they would have an opportunity to speak at the end.   Alderman Heberling 

advised he wanted it reflected in the minutes that Chairman Walters would not honor his request 

to open the floor.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to proceed with the Jurisdictional Transfer of Morrison Drive from Abes Way to E. 

Lawn Drive.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to proceed with the Jurisdictional Transfer of Greenview Street from Pershing to 

Lincoln Trail. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to proceed with the Jurisdictional Transfer of a section of Old Rt. 48 by ADM.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

Alderman Walters stated he was looking for a motion to recommend to the City Council to 

proceed with the Jurisdictional Transfer of IL State Route 48, south of the Airport.  There was no 

motion.  Alderman Walters advised as Chairman of the Committee he is allowed to make the 

motion. 

  

Motion by Alderman Walters and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to proceed with the Jurisdictional Transfer of IL State Route 48, south of the Airport.  

Motion carried 2-1.  

 

Alderman Burtle stated he felt the residents should be allowed to speak as they took the time to 

attend the meeting; we have to keep in mind we are here for the residents. 

                              

MCINTIRE CONSTRUCTION PAY REQUEST #1 WARD II CITY PARK PHASE IV 

PARK AVENUE 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to approve Pay Request #1 from McIntire & Company in the amount of $ 120,848.62 

(with 10% retainage) for the Ward II-City Park Addition-Phase IV Park Avenue Storm Sewer 

Project.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 T.V’d line from Lincoln Ave. to Webster to drain Cindy Lane 

 Worked on manholes 

 Oil and Chipping roads 

 

Mayor Brotherton asked Superintendent Wiseman to explain the procedure for oil and chipping 

as there have been some complaints. Chairman Walters stated there were complaints about 

Cheney Street being sticky.  The Mayor informed the Committee when they received an estimate 

for the overlay on N. Washington Street that one side of one block of overlay cost $115,000.00.    

 

Superintendent Wiseman advised that first they have to ground the road up, prime it, then oil and 

chip, then after about three days they sweep it. The Mayor advised residents need to be patient as 

the process takes approximately 48 hours.  



Alderman Burtle and Alderman Budd thanked Superintendent Wiseman and his department for 

the good work they are doing, stating oil and chip is not the best but you have to work with what 

you have.   

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Superintendent Wiseman advised Alderman Dorchinecz had asked him to research the balance of 

what each ward had remaining for their utility tax. 

 

Ward I    $34,828.52 

Ward II   $52, 536.43 

Ward III  $58,508.23 

Ward IV  $58,042.26 

 

There was some discussion regarding Engineer Joe Greene possibly obtaining money from the 

Federal Mine Subsidence Fund for the sanitary sewer repairs on the west side of town.  

 

Superintendent Wiseman advised he has received quotes from contractors for the removal of the 

Sycamore Tree at Park Ave.  Alderman Burtle stated he thought this issue was over; he was 

informed the owner (Mr. Wagner) of the property contacted him and would like it taken down.   

 

He also stated he is going to need permission to have City Engineer Joe Greene do some 

easements for other projects.  

 

White Line Trucking is talking about expanding but there are water problems, half of the 

retention pond has filled up with silt.  

 

Since January he has sent out six letters for broken taps and hasn’t heard from four.  He 

presented the Committee with a letter he is going to send to these four residents. 

 

Chairman Walters advised the residents that were in attendance regarding the Jurisdictional 

Transfer of IL State Route 48, south of the Airport that he would recognize one person to speak 

on behalf of the group.    

 

Mr. Skip Miller voiced his concerns stating the residents do not want to be annexed in.  Mrs. 

Sandy Haines came to the table and discussed her concerns as well stating her road is only 7/10’s 

of a mile and there are water problems, pot holes, untrimmed trees etc.  She advised the State had 

a large lawsuit over an accident that occurred and asked the Committee if they really wanted to 

take over this road and the liability.  

 

Carla Black, Johnson Township Clerk, advised the Committee that Johnson Township has 

already signed petitions and have forwarded their request to the State to take over the road.    

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to adjourn.  Motion carried 

3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:52 P.M.  

 

 

__________________________ 

Earl Walters, Chairman 

 


