
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

            MARCH 6, 2014 

 

MEMBERS      ALSO PRESENT 

Chairman Burtle     Mayor Brotherton  

Alderman Jones     Alderman Budd  

Alderman Heberling     Alderman Dorchinecz 

Alderman Koonce     Police Chief Herpstreith 

       Fire Chief Crews   

       Jim Hahn  

       Shirley Sams 

 

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:53 P.M. 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT  

 Total calls for February: 131 

 Had 192 man hours of training 

 The Department received a grant from the State Fire Marshall’s Office in the amount of 

$15,695.00 for communications equipment 

 The Department is participating in an Active Shooter Drill in Edinburg on March 17
th

  

 The Department has been busy installing car seats, installing smoke alarms and changing 

CO alarm batteries. 

 Chief Crews had contacted KIDDE about the recent influx of bad CO alarm batteries; they 

informed him the life span of these alarms is only seven years.  

 During the month of March the Department will be having CPR classes, a car seat safety event 

on the 12
th

, and resuming inspections now that the weather is getting better.  He is also working 

on some continuing training for company inspections. 

 

Fire Chief Crews and Assistant Fire Chief Goodall discussed the conditions of the tornado sirens; there 

are issues with fuses blowing and the charging systems for the batteries.  Eventually all eight are going 

to need replaced at a cost of $621.24 each with Assistant Fire Chief Goodall doing the work.  They 

advised one has to be replaced now as the siren at Bishops Cove is not operating.  Chief Crews stated he 

is going to start budgeting to replace the others starting with the FY2014/2015 Budget.  

 

They may have to rent a lift for repairs as some are hard to reach at 80’to 120’ high.  The cost of the 

JLG Lift is $730.00 per day or $1,750.00 per week plus delivery.  It was suggested that Superintendent 

Wiseman be asked if the Street Department could pick up the lift rather than paying for delivery.   The 

consensus was to rent the lift for a week in case the weather didn’t cooperate or there was a problem 

with repairs.   

 

Bill Kennedy owner of Kennedy Metal Products in Langleyville has asked if the City could donate a 

radio and board to operate off of our tornado sirens and he would cover the remainder of the cost to erect 

a tornado siren on the plant property.  He would take care of providing literature to the residents of 

Langleyville and he would maintain the system himself. The cost of the radio and board would be less 

than $1,000.00.   The Mayor asked if the City provided the materials does that make the City responsible 

for any liability.  Aldermen felt there could be if for some unforeseen reason our siren didn’t signal this 

siren.   Chairman Burtle stated that City Attorney Romano needs to be asked at the next City Council 

Meeting what the City’s responsibilities would be in this situation before any further discussions.   

 

 



ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Fire Chief Crews gave a preliminary overview of the budget to discuss some issues before presenting it 

to the Committee; this will be an agenda item next month.  He has been researching the cost of new and 

pre-owned ladder trucks stating he doesn’t have a problem purchasing a used vehicle.  Some of the 

Aldermen voiced concerns purchasing a used truck as they had in the past and there were issues.  He 

also discussed financing options. 

 

FY2014/2015 POLICE BUDGET 

Chief Herpstreith gave a brief overview of the budget.  He advised he plans to trade three Dodge 

vehicles for three new squad cars and trade in the two detective vehicles to purchase two new unmarked 

administration vehicles.   He may consider program cars if available for the two unmarked 

administration vehicles but he doesn’t know yet who will have the State Bid price.  He advised the 

Dodge vehicles are all reaching if not at 100,000 miles each.  Alderman Budd advised he has seen 

several repair bills for the Durango and Tahoe and agrees the Dodges need to be replaced.   The Chief 

reported the 2002 was a seized vehicle.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City Council 

to forward the FY2014/2015 Police Budget to the Finance Committee with salaries and insurance to be 

determined later.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

DARE OFFICER TRAINING 

Chief Herpstreith advised they have participated in the DARE program for several years; they utilize 

this program as an outreach to the children within the schools in Taylorville. The current DARE 

instructor has been conducting the program for approximately six years, and has decided to step down 

from the position.  They are in the process of selecting a new DARE instructor.  In order to become a 

DARE instructor the candidate must complete mandatory training.  There are no classes in Illinois this 

year but Indiana is having a class in June. He advised the Illinois DARE will need to sign off on the 

training in Indiana; they have expressed they would due to lack of training in Illinois.  

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City Council to 

allow Police Chief Herpstreith to send one Police Officer to attend Dare Instructor Training at a cost of 

$2,000.00.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

COMPUTERS IN DISPATCH 

The computers used by the dispatchers have had ongoing problems as they have been operating 24 hours 

a day since they were installed approximately five years ago.  Chief Herpstreith has made several repairs 

to try to keep them functioning but they are now outdated and have experienced hardware failures, it 

would be more cost effective to purchase new at this point.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to 

allow Police Chief Herpstreith to purchase two HP Pro 3500 Desktop PC Computers and Monitors from 

Patrick 411 at a cost not to exceed $1,574.00.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

FIREARM INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 

Police Chief Herpstreith is requesting to send two Officers to Firearm Instructor Training who will then 

provide instruction during the in house training. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City Council to 

allow Police Chief Herpstreith to send two Police Officers to Tactical Firearms Training Classes at a 

cost not to exceed $2,100.00.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 



POLICE CHIEF REPORT  

 Total Calls for Service: 1318 

 Has been working on Concealed Carry Applications 

 Working on Tobacco Compliance Checks 

 The Department has been working on Meth Lab and Meth Production Issues 

 There were 135 Traffic Stops   

 There were 73 Calls for Suspicious Activity 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

The Department is still working with several other entities to form a Major Crimes Task Force.  Police 

Chief Herpstreith advised they are reviewing all the by-laws when they are finished reviewing this issue 

it will be forwarded to the Ordinance Committee.   

 

Chief Herpstreith has been looking for grants for equipment and has sent a letter to the Buffet 

Foundation but has not received any information at this time. 

 

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:16 P.M. 

 

      

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 

Emergency Services Committee 

 

 

 


