
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

            April 3, 2014 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Chairman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton   Matthew Peters 

Alderman Jones   Alderman Budd   Matthew Phillips 

Alderman Heberling   Alderman Dorchinecz   Matthew Adermann 

Alderman Koonce   Alderman Walters   Bob Dunn 

     Police Chief Herpstreith  Kyle Rentfrow 

     Fire Chief Crews   Kirk Rainey 

     Assistant Fire Chief Goodall 

     Shirley Sams    

 

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

MAJOR CRIMES TASK FORCE 

Chief Herpstreith reported they are still working with several other entities to form a Major Crimes Task 

Force.  He reported the State Police and the Sheriff’s Office have already been approved to enter into 

this agreement and the City Council in Pana has given permission for the Pana Police Department to 

enter into an Intergovernmental Mutual Aid Agreement.  There will be two or three assigned to the Task 

Force when needed and if manpower allows.  The Chief was asked if this would compound the problem 

of the shortage of manpower; he advised it would not and the ones assigned would be the detectives and 

they would only participate if manpower was available when needed.  

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City Council to 

allow two members of the Police Department to participate in the Major Crimes Task Force 

Intergovernmental Mutual Aid Agreement upon approval of the City Attorney.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

P-25 RADIO PURCHASE 

Chief Herpstreith advised with the hiring of additional personnel for the Police Department he would 

like to purchase three Kenwood P-25 portable radios and accessories.  He advised they switched to 

P25’s when the City received communications equipment through a grant from the Sheriff’s Office.  The 

radios are for the new hires and one extra to have on hand in case one of the radios need repaired.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City Council 

to allow Police Chief Herpstreith to purchase three Kenwood P-25 portable radios and accessories from 

Global Technical Systems, Inc. for a total of $4,245.00.    Motion carried 4-0.  

 

TASER PURCHASE 

With the additional personnel hired recently for the Department there are not enough Tasers for the 

additional Officers.  They issue each Officer their own as accountability and control are verified should 

there be any incidents or issues.  He was asked if this purchase had been discussed with the Treasurer; 

he advised yes he had for both purchases of the tasers and radios. 

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to 

allow Police Chief Herpstreith to purchase three Taser X26’s and holsters from Taser International at a 

cost of $2,709.63.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Calls for Service:  1,463  

 Working on Concealed Carry Applications 

 Training- Have participated in Mobile Training and in June and July will be having rapid 

response training. 

 Department has been busy with Meth Lab and Meth Production 

 Increasing Traffic Enforcement  

 ILEAS (Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System) Agreement- He advised the current agreement 

with ILEAS is ten years old; they have a new one that he needs the Mayor to sign in order to 

continue this agreement.  The Committee advised him to proceed with sending this agreement to 

the Mayor.  

 Ford F-150 Patrol Vehicle-He advised there have been issues with installing bracket fittings in 

the truck and it still has to go to Lilly Signs to have the markings put on. He hopes to have the 

truck at next month’s meeting for the Committee to see. 

 The Department has been busy with traffic stops and suspicious activities are up, there is always 

an increase when the weather gets warmer.  

 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

At last month’s meeting Chief Herpstreith had advised the Committee the current DARE Instructor had 

been conducting the program for approximately six years, and had decided to step down from the 

position. Due to problems with scheduling a training class and with the hiring of new personnel the 

current DARE instructor has agreed to continue with the program for another year.   He reported there 

were no classes scheduled in Illinois this year but Indiana was having a class in June, they had planned 

to send the replacement to that class but it was already full.  The Illinois DARE would have had to sign 

off on the training in Indiana; they expressed they would due to lack of training in Illinois. They have 

applied for a class that is being given in Tennessee but at this time are not sure if the timing is going to 

work.  They will decide next week whether or not they will have the manpower to send the Officer to 

class.  

 

The Sheriff’s Office is getting all new Mobile Data Computers purchased by private funding and are 

donating their old computers to other entities. Chief Herpstreith advised the Department is receiving five 

of these units in the next couple of weeks; here will be connection fees. 

 

FY 2014/2015 FIRE BUDGET 

Fire Chief Crews gave a summary of the budget; compared to last year the cost of operations is the 

same.  Some of the points he went over was the possibility of the purchase of a new Ladder Fire Truck 

(he noted this may be purchased by a debt certificate), building maintenance, and vehicle maintenance 

noting that there was a $450.00 savings last month due to Jonathan Wamsley doing the maintenance. He 

also advised Captain Smith is researching ways to be more energy efficient, stating with the winter we 

had this year he feels confident there will be a reduction next year. He has created three new line items- 

Dive Team, Technical Rescue and Hazardous Materials. He gave a very thorough report.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to forward the FY 2014/2015 Fire 

Budget to the Finance Committee.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

 

 



NEW HIRE CRITERIA 

Chief Crews advised he would recommend to the Fire and Police Commission that at the time of hire the 

new Firefighters have a Paramedic License or actively pursuing getting their license.  

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT  

 Total calls for March- 130 

 Training- 397 hours  

 Applied for Kellogg Grant- A program to assist children 

 Refurbished cardiac monitor purchased by the Foreign Fire Tax Board-$4,000.00. They now 

have one in the Squad Truck and one in the ambulance.  

 There was an active Shooter Drill in Edinburg and they are planning another meeting in the 

future. 

 Assisting the Taylorville High School with a mock DUI scenario to be conducted May 1st.  

 There will be a protocol test on Monday, April 7th.  Memorial Hospital has revamped their 

program they will be at the Fire Station on Monday.  

 FDIC Conference 

 Ambulance/Spiller Pay Revenue-$4,627.00  

 One Volunteer chipped his elbow falling out of a truck, there was nothing that could have been 

done to prevent the injury, it just happened. 

 He wrote a letter to the Editor regarding brush fires. He stated there were a couple of close calls 

fighting these fires and that for a short time all of the manpower was being utilized to fight these 

fires. There was a short period of time that the City would have had no coverage due to these 

brush fires.  Stonington backed the Department up as part of a Mutual Aid Agreement.  

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Fire Chief Crews has sent a letter to the Hopper Foundation Trustees asking to be considered for 

assistance with funding for an Aerial Ladder Fire Apparatus.  

 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall gave a brief tornado siren update. Alderman Walters asked if the siren at 

Bishops Cove was fixed; it is not.  Alderman Walters stated he knows they have been working on it and 

it is not their fault it is not working but it needs to be addressed as it has been out for a while. He was 

advised they have been working on it but they get one thing fixed and something else goes out. 

Firefighter Rentfrow advised he thinks the siren was hit by lightning and that when they call for 

instructions on repairs they are very helpful and they can usually walk them through getting the sirens 

fixed.  Alderman Burtle asked if the whole siren could be sent to Wisconsin to be checked, Assistant 

Fire Chief Goodall didn’t think it could; he was asked if he could inquire as to whether or not someone 

from Wisconsin can come here.  Assistant Chief Goodall will check with them and ask what the cost of 

a new siren would be, Chief Crews stated they were going to start budgeting to replace the sirens one at 

a time.  This will be an agenda item on next month’s meeting for an update.  

 

Alderman Heberling asked the Committee to review the new changes made to the Severe Weather 

Policy.  This will be discussed at the next Personnel Committee Meeting.  

 

Alderman Heberling asked Chief Crews what his opinion was on leaf burning and the schedule.  He 

asked if there should be a limit to the size of the burn diameter and noted that there are times when the 

temperatures are good for burning while the leaves are dry and you can’t burn because it isn’t the right 

week.  

 

Chief Crews advised he burns leaves but he also doesn’t have asthma or COPD. This topic has been 

discussed at length and there is no way to make everybody happy with this issue.  



 

Alderman Budd asked if there was any way to partner up with someone to purchase and promote storm 

radios.  He has seen this done in other cities and thinks it is a good idea; they also usually have someone 

on location to program them.  Firefighter Adermann advised he just received a call from Walmart about 

a grant.  Chief Crews said he would look into it that perhaps they can purchase some radios using 

funding from a grant.   It would be extremely helpful especially for the residents in mobile homes.  The 

Committee discussed if the City helped purchase the radios and there was a problem with the radio 

would the City be liable. The Mayor advised perhaps the City could help sponsor but not actually 

purchase the radios.  

 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding purchasing a new Ladder Platform Fire Truck with money 

from restructuring the General Obligation Debt Certificate Series 2007, which the City obtained for the 

construction of the Fire Station Basement.  Chief Crews advised this would be similar to someone 

refinancing their home loan.  Aldermen discussed whether to purchase a used, new or a demo vehicle. 

Chairman Burtle asked for a definition of each so that everyone would be on the same page. Firefighter 

Adermann advised a new vehicle would be a vehicle built exclusively for our Department to our 

specifications which would take time to have equipped.  A demo vehicle is a brand new apparatus that 

perhaps ten different people have driven but comes with a brand new warranty and the cost is a lot 

lower.  The Committee was all in agreement they will not purchase another used vehicle; this was done 

in the past and the vehicle was not as good as it appeared.    

 

Chief Crews stated there is a FDIC (Fire Department Instructors Conference) Conference being held in 

Indianapolis on April 10th and 11th which is the perfect opportunity to view all the new fire trucks and 

equipment.  Chief Crews advised he recommends purchasing a demo vehicle rather than a new as the 

cost is a lot lower, it comes with a full warranty and there wouldn’t be any wait time  that there would be 

with a new one.  Firefighter Adermann advised there are about six or seven warranties that come with 

the purchase of a new fire truck.  Chief Crews had advised when there was a fire at the Eagles the 

residents did not want to come down the ladder.  The consensus of the Mayor and Aldermen was to 

purchase a demo vehicle with a platform for the safety of the residents as well as the safety of the 

Firefighters.  

 

There was also discussion on what size of ladder the Department needed and all stated they trusted Fire 

Chief Crews to decide what would be best.  

 

Alderman Burtle asked that David Pistorius, with First Midstate be invited to the next Finance 

Committee Meeting to discuss the bond debt.  Mayor Brotherton asked Alderman Jones to put the West 

School Curvey Property on the next Ordinance Committee Agenda with the Curveys’ and neighbors 

being invited.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Jones to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 P.M. 

 

 

      

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 

Emergency Services Committee 

 

 

 


