
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

            June 5, 2014 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Chairman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton   Andy Moore 

Alderman Heberling   Alderman Dorchinecz   Shirley Sams 

Alderman Koonce   Alderman Walters   Jacque Nation 

Alderman Jones   Alderman Vota   Cindy Brown 

     Police Chief Herpstreith  Dave Oldham 

     Fire Chief Crews   

     Assistant Fire Chief Goodall   

      

               

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.   

 

BODY ARMOR PURCHASE 

Chief Herpstreith advised the Committee three body armor vests need replaced due to expiration. He is 

applying for a 50% reimbursement grant from the Bullet Proof Vest Partnership Grant.  The cost of each 

vest is approximately $775.00 each; the order must be paid for upfront.   

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City Council to 

allow Police Chief Herpstreith to order three body armor vests from Ray O’Herron Company at a cost 

not to exceed $2,400.00.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

POLICE PATROL VEHICLE PURCHASE 

Chief Herpstreith has budgeted for four replacement vehicles; due to the City’s vehicles being black and 

white there aren’t any available to be purchased by State Bid.  He is asking permission to bid four 2015 

Ford Interceptor Utility all-wheel drive vehicles.  Alderman Burtle reminded the Committee Chief 

Herpstreith had been told at a Finance Committee Meeting that he could purchase a fourth squad car.   

Members of the Committee and the Aldermen in attendance were asked their opinions. One Alderman 

stated due to the budgets not being completed he would support the purchase of three but not a fourth 

until the budgets have been completed.  Some thought he would get a better deal if he bid for four. 

Mayor Brotherton would rather stagger the purchases of the vehicles as the current fleet was all 

purchased at once.  Chief Herpstreith stated unfortunately they all need replaced that is why he is asking 

to replace four now and four next year.  There was a lot of discussion with the final recommendation 

being that Police Chief Herpstreith proceed with the bidding as follows:   

       Bid for three (3) - 2015 Ford Interceptor Utility all-wheel drive vehicles 

       Bid for four (4) 2015 Ford Interceptor Utility all-wheel drive vehicles 

       Bid for one (1) separately  

 

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 1481 Calls for Service 

 Chief Herpstreith and Deputy Chief Hile went to Champaign to see the two new recruits in 

training reporting that both are doing well. 

 Department participated in County wide disaster drill at the Edinburg High School  

 On Mother’s Day there was a lightning strike that didn’t cause major problems but there were 

computer issues that had to be fixed, the cost was less than the deductible so was all out of 

pocket. 

 Busy with the FOIA request 

 The juvenile cases are time consuming as the department is working with other agencies. 



 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Chief Herpstreith advised he contacted Alderman Burtle in regards to having squad car #12 repaired; it 

is a 2008 Ford Crown Victoria and the cost for repairs was $600.00, it had steering gear problems and 

was fixed in one day.  He also had to have rear shocks replaced in another squad car at a cost of 

$200.00.  

 

There was discussion regarding an incident that occurred at the Lake, due to the bridge being out it took 

some time for the police to get where they needed to be.  Alderman Walters advised the Police and Fire 

Departments could use his dock at any time and if he is at home it wouldn’t take him long to take his 

boat off the ramp and it is always full of gas. 

 

LADDER TRUCK PROPOSALS/RECOMMENDATIONS 

Fire Chief Crews and Assistant Fire Chief Goodall presented the Committee with pictures and a list of 

options that  assisted the Platform Committee in making a final decision for the 2013 Pierce Arrow XT 

100’ Platform, stock #26134. 

 

Mr. Dave Oldham representative of Global Emergency Products, Inc.  was present to answer any 

questions.  He advised the truck has 16,000 miles and has a warranty that starts at the time of delivery.  

There was concern regarding wear on the tires; the truck will be thoroughly inspected and if needed the 

tires will be replaced prior to ownership.  He was asked if the truck had to be taken back to Wisconsin 

for repairs; he advised it does not unless the vehicle is involved in a wreck with a lot of damage.  Mr. 

Oldham advised Pierce Company just celebrated their 100th birthday in 2013.  The cost of the two day 

delivery expenses and three days of training are included in the purchase price.  

 

KMRM has been contacted regarding the insurance; the cost is $2,900.00 annually based on the 

purchase price of the vehicle.  The Committee was informed Mt. Zion had a fire in the Fire House and 

lost their vehicle which did not have replacement cost.  If they had the replacement endorsement they 

would have received an additional $200,000.00.  This will be discussed at the next Finance Committee 

Meeting.  The only other additional fee will be a yearly inspection on the aerial ladder which is done by 

an outside company; the Department will do the annual pump inspections.  The Committee asked if the 

Department was going to need any additional equipment for the truck.  Chief Crews advised yes but 

there shouldn’t be any additional funds from the City needed due to the sale of a truck and help from the 

Fire Protection District and Foreign Fire Tax Board.  

 

Chief Crews thanked Alderman Heberling for finding the solution for the funding of the truck and the 

Mayor and City Council Members in supporting this purchase.  He advised he truly appreciated the 

support and stated one of the younger firefighters recently asked him if the City realized what a gift this 

is for the firefighters and the community.  He advised the Committee they would be getting an e-mail 

inviting them to accompany them to Wisconsin to pick up the truck, stating unfortunately not everyone 

can attend.   He advised that watching how the trucks are made at the Pierce facility is quite an 

experience.   

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to 

proceed with the purchase of the 2013 Pierce Arrow XT 100’ Platform Truck, stock #26134 with funds 

coming from the General Obligation Bonds and to direct the Mayor and City Clerk to sign all the 

necessary documents.   Motion carried 4-0.  

 

 

 



 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls-128 

 Training- 223 man hours which included high rise operations, they tested 11,600 feet of hose 

(2.2 miles); 750 feet failed 

 They had a patient presented to St. John’s Cath Lab in 50 minutes 

 Chief Crews, Assistant Chief Goodall and Firefighter Rogers participated in a Haz Mat Team 

drill in Bond County. 

 Participated in an active shooter drill in Edinburg 

 The Department received a $15,000.00 grant for radios.  

 There was a small expense from Wireless USA for repairs on the tornado siren at the Lake. 

 Assisted with a mock DUI drill for the Taylorville High School and Morrisonville High School 

 Participated in the State of Illinois Medal of Honor Ceremony in Springfield 

 Firefighter Wamsley prepared a maintenance report for May/June, the estimated savings to the 

City for repairs was $765.00. All engines were pump tested, all passed.  He is in the process of 

checking E-2 which may be getting sold.  

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

There will be a Special City Council Meeting immediately following the Personnel Committee Meeting 

tonight  for a Resolution for the execution of the Pierce Contract for the Aerial Ladder Fire Truck.  

  

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:03 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 

Emergency Services Committee 


