
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

                  July 9, 2014 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Chairman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton   Assistant Fire Chief Goodall 

Alderman Heberling   Alderman Walters   Shirley Sams 

Alderman Koonce   Fire Chief Crews   Andy Lasswell  

Alderman Jones   Police Chief Herpstreith    

     Alderman Budd   

        

       

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.   

 

SALE OF ENGINE 2 TO RAMSEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Fire Chief Crews advised Ramsey Fire Department is interested in purchasing the 1990 Pierce Pumper.  

Dave Oldham, representative of Global Emergency Products, came to the Fire Station to make an 

assessment of the sell value; after inspecting for NFPA guideline options, physical condition and age the 

estimated sell price was $12,500.00.  They advised some equipment was taken off of the truck that could 

be utilized by the Department.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to       

allow Fire Chief Crews to proceed with the sale of the 1990 Pierce Pumper Fire Truck to Ramsey, 

Illinois for $12,500.00 and to direct the City Attorney to prepare the Ordinance. Motion carried 4-0.  

 

ALLOCATION OF HALF OF THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF ENGINE 2 TO GO 

TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF NEW EQUIPMENT FOR THE LADDER TRUCK 

Fire Chief Crews and Assistant Fire Chief Goodall asked permission to use $7,466.00  

of the proceeds from the sale of the 1990 Pierce Pumper  to purchase additional equipment for the new 

2013 Pierce Arrow XT 100’ Platform Fire Truck.  The Foreign Fire Tax Board is in the process of 

purchasing $10,000.00 worth of equipment for the platform.  They are asking permission to use a 

portion of the proceeds to purchase large diameter hose which was not included in the purchase. They 

received two proposals and their recommendation is to purchase ten sections of 5” diameter hose from 

Mac’s Fire and Safety at a cost of $4,890.00 and two large diameter intake valves that control/allow 

water into the pump, which allows 400 gallons of water per minute, and two caps from Municipal 

Emergency Services, Inc (MES) at a cost of $2,576.00.  

 

There was discussion regarding whether or not the full proceeds should go to the Fire Department. Chief 

Crews stated the Fire Protection District purchased the 1990 Pierce Pumper and sold it to the City for 

$1.00, but the City has paid for all the maintenance therefore the remainder of the proceeds will go into 

the General Fund. Chairman Burtle stated upon the sale of City equipment the proceeds from the sale 

should go back to the General Fund, then if a department asks for some of the proceeds it is supposed to 

go before the full City Council for a vote, which is how Chief Crews handled this purchase.   

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City Council 

to allow Fire Chief Crews to purchase 5” diameter hose and equipment from the sale of the 1990 Pierce 

Pumper at a cost not to exceed $7,466.00.  The hose has a ten year warranty.  Motion carried 4-0.     

 

VEHICLE REPLACEMENT COST INSURANCE 

Alderman Burtle advised Gary McNeely of KMRM had originally said they would not be able to 

provide any replacement cost insurance for the 2013 Pierce Arrow XT 100’ Platform Fire Truck, but he 



was recently notified by Travelers Insurance informing him that one of their subsidiary companies could 

offer replacement cost.   

  

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall advised he had contacted Steve Mason, State Fire Marshalls Office and  

was told the City of Clinton had a 1975 ladder truck that had replacement cost and when they had a loss 

they received $600,000.00 towards the purchase of a new truck.  If they had not had replacement cost 

they would have gotten market value which was around $75,000.00.  Alderman Burtle was advised to 

contact Gary McNeely to contact the Mayor and City Clerk regarding replacement insurance for the 

ladder truck and Alderman Walters suggested getting an estimate for the Vactor Truck also.  

 

LIABILITY CONTRACT WITH MEADOW MANOR NURSING HOME 

Fire Chief Crews advised a representative of Meadow Manor contacted him to inquire if the Fire 

Department would be interested in burning down a brick building for training on their property.  Chief 

Crews stated both the Fire and Police Departments would be interested in utilizing the building for 

training.   He was later advised the legal department of Covenant Care Inc. who owns the building wants 

a Hold Harmless Agreement with the City. They will send Chief Crews their agreement to forward to 

City Attorney Romano for review.   

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls for Service:  101 

 167 Hours of Training 

 There was a 12.6% increase of number of runs ahead of 2013.  

 Participated in a house burn training, there were six departments 

 The Sheriff’s Office is donating five computers which will allow the firefighters to have 

information  such as location of fire hydrants available on the vehicles which will increase the 

departments ISO rating.  

 Reported the patient that was taken from Taylorville straight to the Cath Lab in Springfield is 

doing well. 

 Will be starting insurance coverage for the new truck on July 25th and will be picking up the new 

truck in Wisconsin on July 28th 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

The Fire Department and TRIAD are working to promote a new program with the State of Illinois called 

the Yellow Dot Program. The residents complete a questionnaire which will outline any information that 

would be helpful to responding personnel in case of a call.  The questionnaire will have each family 

member’s information such as blood type, illnesses such as diabetes etc. and a list of medications they 

are currently taking which will be placed in their glove compartment; they will then receive a yellow dot 

to put in the back window of the vehicle.   Recently they had 200 residents at the Farmers Market take 

questionnaires.   Firefighter Cody Rogers will be leading this program. 

 

Maintenance Report:  Firefighter Wamsley had a total of 8.5 hours of off duty hours which saved the 

City approximately $255.00 this month.  His report has that he attended an Illinois Fire Apparatus 

Mechanics Association class in Decatur; the membership dues covered the cost of the class and was a 

very informative class.  He also noted Engine 1 had been in the shop for a week due to EPA 

regeneration issues.  All costs are covered by warranty.  

 

Alderman Burtle asked Chief Crews if he could include in his monthly reports the number of ambulance 

calls, how much billed and how much collected. He reported for the month of June: Six Ambulance 

Calls/Four Patients Billed: $2,800.00 plus Mileage Revenue equaled $3,377.00. 

 



Chief Crews shared some thank you notes, stating they received a donation from a family that was 

involved in an accident from Troy IL, over the 4th of July. He also received a thank you from St. Mary’s 

for a Weather Alert Radio and Emergency First Aid Kit.   

 

Chief Crews advised the Lake Dam Emergency Action Plan is almost complete. 

 

POLICE PATROL VEHICLE BIDS 

Chief Herpsteith advised only one bid was submitted for the Police Patrol Vehicles, this bid was 

advertised in the paper. 

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to 

allow Police Chief Herpstreith to order four 2015 Ford Police Interceptor 4 door Utility with All Wheel 

Drive from Bob Ridings Taylorville at a cost not to exceed $112,380.00.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

Alderman Heberling stated he would support the purchases at this time in order for it to get forwarded to 

City Council for  vote; but did not know how he was going to vote at that time.  Alderman Budd 

Chairman of the Finance Committee informed the Committee on average the Chargers are costing the 

City $2,000.00-$3,000.00 a month for repairs. The Mayor stated unfortunately the City is paying for past 

mistakes by purchasing the Chargers at one time.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to recommend to the City Council to 

allow Police Chief Herpstreith to purchase equipment for the four new vehicles at a cost not to exceed 

$60,000.00.   Motion carried 4-0.  

 

DRESS UNIFORM COMPLETION 

Police Chief Herpstreith stated the Department is in the process of completing Dress Uniforms for all 

sworn personnel; there are approximately 15 members that are incomplete.  He needs to order dress 

blazers, hats and badges for those that have not been issued them by the Department.   Once purchased 

and issued, personnel are responsible for the care and replacement through their clothing allowance.  

The uniforms are needed for numerous occasions such as Police Memorial Week, funerals, etc.   This 

purchase was discussed with Treasurer Nation.  He also advised the items will be purchased from 

different vendors.  

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City Council 

to allow Police Chief Herpstreith to order dress blazers, hats and badges needed to complete the dress 

uniforms at a cost not to exceed $4,500.00. Motion carried 4-0.  

 

POLICE CHIEF REPORT 

 Calls for Service: 1502 

 Total Cases: 94 

 Calls for service increasing due to warm weather and increase of calls to the Lake 

 Child custody cases, suspicious activities and car burglaries are also on the rise 

 Sex Offender Compliance Checks were done, there was one not in compliance, the individual 

was told that there is a zero tolerance.  

 Officer Olsta and the Explorers are going to a Conference.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Reported the traffic for the 4th of July was much better than expected with the bridge being under 

construction.  The Department of Natural Resources sent two Conservation Officers to help with the 

festivities; there were a few problems but overall went very well.  

 

Alderman Budd suggested putting barricades up on the side roads during parades or having Officers at 

each intersection as he observed a woman forcing her vehicle through the parade in front of the Ansar 

Tractor; the parade had to come to a stop.  He advised this needs to be addressed as the 175th Celebration 

will be here soon.   There were suggestions to inquire about County Auxillary or Volunteer Firefighters 

to help with standing at intersections.  

 

Chief Herpstreith has submitted the 2014 Cops Grant.  He is in the preliminary stage of applying for the 

2015 or future Cops Hiring Grant.  If awarded this grant would be for a School Resource Officer who 

would be a Patrol Officer during the summer.  This is a 75/25 grant.  

 

Motion by Alderman Jones seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M. 

 

 

 

     

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 

Emergency Services Committee 


