
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

                  August 7, 2014 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Chairman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton   Fire Chief Crews 

Alderman Heberling   Alderman Budd   Assistant Fire Chief Goodall 

Alderman Koonce   Alderman Walters   Shirley Sams 

Alderman Jones              Police Chief Herpstreith 

     Gary Jones 

     Rick Bryan   

       

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 7:25 P.M.   

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls-155 (24% increase from last month) 

 248 man hours of training- The department participated in dive training at the Pana 

Quarry 

 The Fire and Police Departments will be training in buildings on Meadow Manor 

Property and the North Lanes Bowling Alley.  Meadow Manor called recently and 

advised them they could start training, there had been a delay but was given approval to 

proceed.  

 The firefighters participated in fair activities, installed car seats, taught CPR and installed 

smoke alarms, one CO alarm and changed batteries for residents.  

  As of July 31, 2014 there has been 73 billable ambulance calls, have billed $42,026.00 

since January 12th minus Medicare.  

 For the month of July- Ambulance/spiller pay six ambulance responses/seven patients 

billed. Revenue $2,051.00.  

 Reviewed the Fire Department Maintenance Report noting an estimated savings of 

$160.00 stating this is a very conservative estimate.  He advised Engine 4 will be picked 

up this Friday; it had a bad cylinder, the rings were cracked and the cylinder head was 

warped.  When Engine 4 is back Engine 3 will be taken to fix the fuel tank and fuel tank 

straps.  When Engine 3 returns Engine 2 will be ready to go to the Ramsey Fire 

Department.  

  

Fire Chief Crews advised they have picked up the new Platform Truck and commended the 

Pierce Company stating that they were great to work with.  He stated it was a great experience 

for all as they were allowed to go into the work place and stand beside the 1,500 employees to 

watch the assembly of the truck.  He gave an open invitation to everyone in attendance to come 

to the Fire House to see the new truck.  

 

With the increase in calls, the collapsed building front, training and fair activities the department 

is behind on the inspections; they had eight pre-plans done last month.  He emphasized the 

importance of these inspections as there is a vital sheet which shows where the nearest water 

source is, and the location of locks, sprinkler systems, etc.   



He was asked if the property owners around the Square cooperate with the inspections. He stated 

they do and that several have made tremendous efforts to correct problems they have brought to 

their attention without being forced to.  

 

Fire Chief Crews presented a breakdown of expenses for the building collapse at 100 S. Main.  

The MABAS billable expense schedule is $125.00 hour per apparatus and $35.00 an hour per 

personnel. The grand total is $13,090.00.   Alderman Burtle asked if anyone spoke with the 

insurance carrier to determine what is and isn’t going to be reimbursed.  Chief Crews advised he 

spoke with the owner, Mr. Clark, who stated he is planning to rebuild if possible and that he was 

told there is a $2,500.00 cap for building preservation.  

 

TAYLORVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT TRAINING FACILITY 

Police Chief Herpstreith asked Police Investigator Rick Bryan and Police Officer Gary Jones to 

come forward to discuss the possibility of creating a new training/firing range.  They advised the 

department has tried for several years to get a new range started.   In 2000 land located south of 

the lake was designated (West of Velma Rd) to the department for this purpose.  They advised 

there are no issues with adjoining land owners; there is only one resident close which is located 

approximately 1,700 feet to the rear of the property and is surrounded on three sides with City 

owned property.  A new range has been included in the budget for years; unfortunately due to 

budget restraints, it has always been cut.   

 

Investigator Bryan read several case laws where municipalities were sued and had to pay 

lawsuits due to inadequate training, emphasizing the importance of training skills. He stated 

firearm training has to meet a three point criteria which consists of: Recent, Relevant and 

Realistic.  They are currently training at the rifle club which only has standing targets and can 

only be used during the day when others are not there; they also use facilities in Pana and 

Pawnee.  Bryan and Jones stated the officers need more realistic scenarios and some training 

needs to be done in the evenings; they need to have training in an area where they can switch 

from rifles to pistols which is not allowed at the rifle club.   They would also need a place to 

store materials.  

 

Police Chief Herpstreith stated there is a minimum of $5,000.00 budgeted but there is more in 

appropriations.  Investigator Bryan and Officer Jones stated they thought they would try to get 

some donations and would ask the railroad for old railroad ties and Larry Barry for old tires to 

use in building the berm.  Alderman Walters advised there is dirt stockpiled and stated perhaps 

the Street Department could help later in the year.  

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to allow the Police Department to proceed with Phase I to begin the creation of a new 

training/firing range beginning in this order;  surveying the property, fencing, berm, and rock for  

parking.     Motion carried 4-0.  

 

POLICE CHIEF REPORT 

 Total call for service-1,653 noting traffic citations are down due to increase in calls 

 There were 92 criminal cases filed 

 Assisted the Christian County Sheriff’s Office with an incident on Bear Creek Road 



 There are two Officers in the training process and are progressing well and one attending 

the Police Training Institute in Champaign.  

 

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Mayor Brotherton stated they would need extra patrolling around the schools for at least a week 

and with the upcoming Chilifest and 175th Celebration.   

 

Police Chief Herpstreith advised he was meeting with Treasurer Nation this week to get the new 

cars ordered and discussed problems that have occurred at Jaynes Park.  The park actually 

belongs to the Park District but the Police Department has been assisting them with some issues. 

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to adjourn.  Motion carried 

4-0.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:53 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

  ______________  

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 

Emergency Services Committee 


