
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

         October 2, 2014 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Alderman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton  Fire Chief Crews 

Alderman Heberling      Chief Herpstreith  Alderman Walters  

Alderman Koonce   Alderman Dorchinecz  Alderman Vota 

Alderman Jones              Assistant Chief Goodall Paula Dunn 

                Michael Spurgeon  Gina Dunn 

     Jennifer Jarman  Zack Krueger 

     Justin Hott   Aaron Sutton 

     Matt Peters   Nancy Likes 

     Ron Smith   Matt Adermann 

     Nick Hackney   Tom Campbell 

     Al Fox    Bev Morrison 

 

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. at the Taylorville Fire Department. 

 

PURCHASE OF POLICE DEPARTMENT CELL PHONES 

Police Chief Herpstreith presented the following proposal from Verizon Wireless for Department 

issued cell phones noting that there may be other promotional offers available for the month of 

October: 

 

Service Plan 

One “More everything” 30 GB shared data 

4 smartphones access 

16 Basic Phone Access 

 

Unlimited talk and text, four smartphone bill incentive credit of $100.00 for each which will 

appear in the second or third billing cycle 

 

Monthly access fee of $817.75 

Initial output of $1,439.80 (with the $400.00 above incentive credit after 2-3 months) 

 

He stated that the four new squad cars on order will not be equipped with Bluetooth. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to approve the purchase of department issued cell phones at an initial equipment cost of 

$1,439.80 (less $400.00 future incentive) and $817.75 monthly access fee with Verizon 

Wireless.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls for Service - 1,587 

 Traffic Stops - 197 

 11 Illegal Cell Phone Use (4 in school zones) 



 One recruit has graduated from PTI and is beginning FTO Program and the 

Probationary Officers are on the final stage of the FTO Program. 

 8 large bags of drugs were collected in the Drug Take Back 

 The car/train accident (on Norfolk/Southern Property) is under investigation 

 2 vehicles tagged for semi traffic to Ahlstrom’s 

 7 tickets issued for  grass in street violations 

 

Police Chief Herpstreith stated he hopes to have the four new squad cars in 30 to 60 days.  He 

saved some of the equipment from the old cars which will be used on the new. 

 

FIRE-PURCHASE PHYSIO CONTROL 12 LEAD TRANSMITTER & DATA PLAN 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall stated the department would like to purchase an additional 

transmitter and service for the ambulance that will transmit a patient’s vitals from the heart 

monitor to the hospital.  They have one for the squad. 

 

Motion by Alderman Heberling and seconded by Alderman Koonce to recommend to the City 

Council to allow the Fire Department to purchase a 3G Gateway Transmitter at a cost of $874.64 

plus $40.00 shipping and handling and a Multitech Gateway Data Plan-Verizon for $199.00 at a 

total cost of $1,113.65 from Physio Control.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

SPRINGFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT-BILL FOR LUMBER FOR COLLAPSED 

BUILDING 

Fire Chief Mike Crews has received a bill for $1,698.30 from the Springfield Fire Department 

for lumber used when they were called in to help prevent further building collapse at 100 S. 

Main Street on July 27, 2014.  The Springfield Fire Chief had suggested forwarding it to Country 

Companies (the building owner’s insurance company).  After some discussion it was suggested 

that Fire Chief Crews first ask the Springfield Fire Chief to forward the bill on their letterhead to 

Country Companies to see if they will pay it.  There was some discussion as to what should be 

done with the lumber.  

 

This will be placed on next month’s agenda. 

 

AMBULANCE ORDINANCE REVISION 

Approximately nine technicians with Dunn’s and Sutton’s Ambulance Services were present to 

see what revisions to the Ambulance Ordinance are being requested.  Fire Chief Crews noted that 

there have been some response time issues with ambulance service.  The Department feels as 

firemen, city residents and parents they want the right to choose which ambulance service they 

want, and at this time, by ordinance, they cannot request the Fire Department for ambulance 

service.  Chief Crews would like to change the ordinance to allow the Fire Department to take 

ambulance calls by request. 

 

Guidelines under SOG #211 of Ordinance 3558 adopted April 16, 2012, states “the goals of the 

TFD Ambulance is to  provide a “back up” ambulance response during the times when there are 

no ambulances available, provide an alternative “Rehab” Vehicle for structure fires or other large 

incident, and provide an additional Ambulance during a Mass Casualty Incident.  The TFD 



Ambulance will only respond when there is no other ambulance available or when needed for a 

mass casualty incident, or as an alternative “Rehab” vehicle at large incidents”. 

 

Alderman Heberling is adamantly against allowing requests for the Fire Ambulance.  Aldermen 

Jones and Vota would like to hear more.  Alderman Koonce, Burtle, Walters and Dorchinecz are 

in favor of changing the ordinance.  A letter from Alderman Budd stated he would agree to allow 

the Fire Department to respond when requested.   

 

Chairman Burtle stated people choose their doctor, choose their hospital and should be able to 

choose their ambulance.  People stay loyal, if they are Sutton or Dunn’s people, they will stay 

with them.   

 

Alderman Heberling said this would have the private sector competing with the public, and we 

would be putting them in jeopardy financially. 

 

Mayor Brotherton is against changing the ordinance allowing the Fire Department to make 

Ambulance calls.  He stated the Firefighters/Paramedics have an advantage as they have the City 

and taxpayers to assist in their purchases and training.  As we get more paramedics salaries and 

pensions go up and it is the citizens paying for this through taxing; private companies do not 

have this advantage.  Maybe the Fire Department should share their training with the other 

ambulance services. 

 

Nancy Likes with Sutton’s Ambulance Service said that the City has been hiring new firefighters 

through grants and when the grant ends the City is fully responsible which costs taxpayers.  She 

stated the relationship with the Fire Department has become strained since they slowly took over 

their jobs.   Now they want on rotation.  They are infringing upon our income.  She stated they 

chose to be firefighters, not paramedics. 

 

Paula Dunn with Dunn’s Ambulance Service thanked those Aldermen and Mayor for sticking by 

their word.  She stated they paid for their own training.  If the City steps into ambulance rotation, 

the other ambulance services may have to cut back to one ambulance each, which means it 

would be back to three on rotation again.   She stated we all need help sometimes.  Backup is 

good, but the City has deeper pockets.  It was stated that most people think calling the Fire 

Department Ambulance would be free. 

 

Aaron Sutton said they never hear of 911 problems and would like to be informed.  Chief Crews 

said it is available to everyone. 

 

Chairman Burtle stated the Fire Department always responds to 911 calls even when Sutton’s or 

Dunn’s respond.  We are not trying to force anyone out, but there are more calls for service and 

more and more fire departments are doing this.  He stated that the City can bill for ambulance 

service. 

 

Chief Crews stated his department has never missed a fire call, 20 people are available to 

respond with pagers and there are five people on a crew so there is always someone at the 



department when we are running calls.  Taylorville has had EMS since 1960 and we have been 

pushing for this for years. 

 

Assistant Chief Goodall stated we just want permission to respond when requested, we are not 

asking to be placed on rotation. 

 

Alderman Heberling asked Fire Chief Crews “what is your request, to only respond or more?” 

Chief Crews responded “Yes, to stop here at this request”.  “Opinions change, people should 

have a choice to be in control of their health”.  He then presented Committee members a 

proposed change in Section IV Standard Operation Guideline: 211 of Ordinance #3558.  

 

Alderman Walters stated that even though the Committee and Council makes decisions it 

shouldn’t tie the hands of future Councils. 

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Burtle to recommend to the City 

Council to adopt the following guidelines and change the ordinance as stated: 

 

IV. Ambulance Response 

1.  The TFD ambulance will generally respond when there is no other ambulance available or 

when needed for a mass casualty incident, or as alternative “Rehab” vehicle at large 

incidents.  However, if a resident from the City and/or Taylorville Fire Protection District 

(TFPD) requests a TFD ambulance through 911, TFD may respond.  The following response 

stipulations shall apply:  (1) TFD Ambulance will not respond to non-emergency calls such 

as routine doctor visits, transfers between medical facilities (including nursing homes) or 

clinics, general “stretcher van” calls and (2) in the event the TFD ambulance is out of service 

and a request for TFD occurs, the call will automatically forward to the next company on 

rotation per Christian County 911 tracking rules. 

 

2. If Taylorville Memorial Hospital requests an emergent transfer to a higher care facility due 

to life threatening illness or injury and no other ambulances are available, the TFD 

ambulance will respond. 

 

3.  In the event a private provider sells ownership, the City may consider TFD ambulance 

response within 911 rotation.  In this case, the City shall limit the TFD ambulance response 

to the boundaries of the TFPD, adhering to the response stipulations outlined above in IV.1. 

 

Mayor Brotherton said the agenda did not specify exactly what would be discussed tonight, the 

press did not know, and there has been much conflict, so it would not be fair to vote on this 

tonight.   

 

Motion tied 2-2. 

 

Chairman Burtle respectfully asked the Mayor to place this item on the City Council Agenda.  

The Mayor prefers to place it on a Special Council Meeting Agenda where it will be the only 

item discussed. 

 



It will be placed on a Special Council Meeting Agenda. 

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

Chief Crews informed the Committee that October is the Annual Fire Prevention Month.  Open 

House will be held October 4th, pre-schools will visit October 7th through the 9th.  He expects 

approximately 800 kids to visit the Fire Department.  Annual school fire drills will be completed 

and school visits will take place to promote fire safety in the Community.   

 

He stated the Fire Department will have eight vehicles in the 175th Birthday Celebration on 

October 4th and steps have been taken for a quick exit if an emergency arises. 

 

Chief Crews gave much credit to Captain Matt Adermann for his work with Public Education 

Activities and to Jonathan Wamsley for the time he spends and the money he has saved in 

maintenance work on the Fire Department Vehicles. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn.  Motion carried    

4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 


