
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

       November 6, 2014 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Alderman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton  Alderman Vota 

Alderman Heberling      Chief Herpstreith  Superintendent Speagle 

Alderman Jones              Assistant Chief Goodall Jacque Nation 

                                      Alderman Budd  Alderman Walters 

MEMBERS ABSENT  Alderman Dorchinecz  Officer Alan Mills 

Alderman Koonce   Officer Kyle Mense  Aaron Sutton 

     Nancy Likes   Paula Dunn 

         Geoff Sarginson 

                 

 

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  

 

Andy Goodall was present to give the Fire Chief’s Report and Activity Report for October.  

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls for October-133 

Total Calls for the year to date is 1,302; this time last year the total was 1,174 which is a 

10% increase for this time period.  

 There was overtime due to training and the open house activities 

 Training Hours-149 

 Chief Crews is working on the National Weather Service Storm Ready renewal 

certifications for Pana and Taylorville 

 Chief Crews, Assistant Fire Chief Goodall and three firefighters attended a class on grain 

rescue systems.  The Department received a grain bin rescue capsule donated to them 

from the Anderson Group. He presented pictures of the capsule and explained how it 

works.   The capsule surrounds the individual, it has steps on the outside for the 

firefighters and the inside has handles for the individual to climb up to safety. The 

capsule also opens up to make a wall to hold back the grain; the Department will be 

having a training session and the Aldermen in attendance were invited to attend.    

 They taught three CPR/First Aid classes and installed six car seats for residents.  They 

had four fire station tours that were given for 43 people from different groups in the 

community.  

 They had their annual Open House, Pre-school visits, school fire drills and fire preventive 

talks to various schools.  These activities accounted for 214 man hours and reached over 

500 people throughout the community.  

 The Department is in the process of gearing up for the Christmas for Kids Program and 

the Angel Tree.  The Fire Department and Police Department are working together on 

these programs. Alderman Walters asked what the date of the shopping trip was and 

where donations could be taken.  Officer Mills stated probably the first week of 

December when Walmart has the employees to assist with the shopping, and donations 

can be made to the dispatcher.  

 Ambulance/Spiller Pay $847 (gas leak); 0 ambulance calls/0 patients billed.  



 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall reported a representative from Stryker stopped at the station to 

show information for a new stretcher.  He reported there are different prices; the one they looked 

at is a power system that is battery operated and does all the lifting up to 700 lbs.  The cost is 

$26,000.00 but advised if it would prevent the firefighters from back injuries it would be well 

worth the cost.  They are researching the Assistance Firefighter Grants to see if there are any 

grants available at this time for the purchase.  He reported Chief Crews is currently working on 

information to prioritize the Department’s needs to begin the procedures to secure upcoming 

grants.  

 

He also reported Verizon which handles the Christian County Emergency Management Agency 

is set up at the Fire Station in case of an emergency.  He advised in cases such as what happened 

to Washington, IL they had a tornado and all communication was down due to damage of wires 

and the overload of calls from people trying to contact each other to make sure everyone was 

alright.  Verizon has the capabilities to bring a portable cell tower to this area by truck if there is 

an emergency.  The cost for this program is $.08 a month per phone; the cost is being absorbed 

by the Emergency Management Agency budget.  

 

Assistant Fire Chief Goodall read the maintenance report prepared by Firefighter Wamsley who 

attended the 2014 Illinois Apparatus Mechanics Conference held in Peoria from Oct 13-17.  He 

was able to attend several classes and reported he gained a lot of information on maintenance, 

testing, and repair of emergency vehicles.  

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Someone has offered the department their home on E. Elm to use for training before they have it 

torn down.  It will not be a burn exercise but used for firefighter training.   

  
Assistant Fire Chief Goodall will be contacting an ambulance company on Friday to discuss  

reoccurring issues. 

 

UNIT 12 REPAIR 

Police Chief Herpstreith informed the Committee that Unit 12, a 2008 Ford Crown Victoria, 

experienced mechanical failure.  Main Cross Auto did a diagnosis and it was discovered the 

vehicle is experiencing failure of the transmission and rear end. The car was purchased from Joe 

Watt Police cars in October 2010; it had 24,060 miles and came with a three year/36,000 mile 

warranty, it is out of warranty on both time and mileage. The cost of new parts is approximately 

$10,000.00.  Main Cross Auto has located a vehicle which was part of the Christian County 

Sheriff’s Office fleet to use for parts at a cost of $3,000.00. 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to recommend to the City 

Council to allow Police Chief Herpstreith to proceed with the repairs for Unit 12 as presented.  

The parts needed will be purchased from Main Cross Auto at a cost of $3,000.00.  Motion 

carried 3-0.  

 

 

 



POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Calls for Service-1,565 

 Total Cases-81 

 Arrests-52 

 The Department is still having school traffic issues 

 The Probationary Officer is completing the FTO Program and is doing very well 

 The Department did Halloween patrols and checked the sex offenders to make sure there 

were none participating in Halloween activities. 

 Department will be having their annual night shoot in Pana 

 Have been investigating stolen vehicles 

 Have had multiple juvenile cases/arrests 

 Had nine DUI arrests/cases 

 Did 192 Traffic Stops 

 

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn.  Motion carried    

3-0.  Meeting adjourned at 6:34 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 


