
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

       January 7, 2015 

 

MEMBERS    ALSO PRESENT 

Alderman Burtle   Mayor Brotherton              Alderman Walters 

Alderman Heberling      Chief Herpstreith              Alderman Vota 

Alderman Jones              Fire Chief Crews              Firefighter Rentfrow 

Alderman Koonce              Assistant Chief Goodall             Firefighter Adermann 

     Alderman Budd              Andy Lasswell  

     Alderman Dorchinecz                         David Speagle 

                                Shirley Sams 

     

 

Chairman Burtle called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  

  

2015 FORD INTERCEPTOR UTILITY PRESENTATION 

The presentation of the Police Department’s 2015 Ford Interceptor Utility vehicle was postponed 

due to the extremely cold temperatures.   The meeting was scheduled to meet at the Fire Station 

to view the vehicle but was moved from the Fire Station to the Municipal Building. 

 

POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Calls for Service for November-1411 

 Criminal Cases Filed-74 for November 

 Arrests-59 for November 

 Calls for Service for December-1443 

 Criminal Cases Filed-71 

 Arrests-50 

 The Shop with a Cop Program helped approximately 60 children this year.  Walmart is a 

big contributor and always helps by providing the department with their own checkout 

lane.  The officers are careful to try to prevent the same children from being on duplicate 

lists in order to help more children.  

 Officer Amanda Olsta left in December to take a job in her home town. 

 Two of the new vehicles were put into service and the third and fourth will be coming 

soon; there is only one of the Dodge Chargers left. 

 There were 222 traffic stops 

 

Chief Herpstreith was asked the status of the new Police Officers and if New Year’s Eve was 

calm for the Department; two of the three are done with their field training periods and the third 

is in the shadow faze.  New Year’s Eve was pretty calm with no DUI’s;  the Mayor and Chief 

Herpstreith advised the City helped with promoting free cab rides for New Year’s Eve,  the cost 

was approximately $60.00 which Chief Herpstreith stated was a good investment.  

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS PREPAREDNESS 

Fire Chief Crews provided the Committee with a printout of questions regarding Disaster 

Preparedness for Elected Officials.  He presented a book he wrote four or five years ago on 

preparedness to the Committee to review. 



 

He plans to reserve the Taylorville Memorial Hospital Auditorium in May and invite all area 

communities to participate.  He has invited Tim Gleason, City Manager for the City of 

Washington, IL to give a presentation regarding the tornado damage and recovery.  Chief Crews 

advised he has attended one of the presentations.  Mr. Gleason did a great job as he explains he 

thought they would be prepared in case of a disaster but unfortunately found out they were not.    

The class will last approximately three hours and a meal will be provided.  

 

SALE OF SQUAD I 

The Taylorville Fire Protection District has spent $90,000.00 for two new vehicles this year.  The 

Department is looking at streamlining the fleet and is asking permission to sell Squad 1 (1998 

International) by sealed bid.  Chairman Burtle suggested selling to a smaller local community for 

less as they have in the past but there was a question as to whether or not the City is financially 

sound enough to sell for less.  The agreement between the City and the Taylorville Fire 

Protection District (Resolution #1055) outlined the City would own ½ of an undivided truck, the 

City will receive half of the profit and the Taylorville Fire Protection District will receive half.    

Chief Crews was asked if money from the sale of Squad 1 could be used by the department to 

help pay for additional equipment for the new vehicles or training.  Alderman Heberling advised 

the money goes back to the General Fund.  After discussion the Committee agreed to sell by 

sealed bid.   

 

Motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by Alderman Koonce to allow Fire Chief Crews to 

proceed with selling Squad I (1998 International) by sealed bid with the stipulation that the City 

has the right to reject any and all bids.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

PERMISSION TO CONDUCT INSPECTION CLASS 

Fire Chief Crews requested to host an Inspector 1 Class at the fire station. He advised the 

instructor would travel here. The class would be mandatory for all personnel including Chief 

Officers and advised there would be no overtime involved.   He presented the Committee with a 

printout outlining what the cost would be to conduct the class here as opposed to how much it 

would cost to send the Department to the U of I in Champaign to take the class.  The cost to 

conduct the class here would be $5,950.00 which is the tuition cost of $350.00 for all seventeen 

members. There is a possibility of $350.00 being reimbursed for each firefighter (Fox, Stoner) 

having active military status.  If the Department went to Champaign for training the cost for 

lodging, tuition, food and gas reimbursement would be $19,285.00 minus the reimbursement for 

active military status. 

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Jones to allow Fire Chief Crews to 

host an IFSI (Illinois Fire Service Institute) Training Class at the Taylorville Fire Station at a cost 

of $5,950.00 with the funds for military personnel being reimbursed if received.   Motion carried 

4-0.  

 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 

 Total Calls-120 

 Training Hours-132 including driving and Haz mat training in Nokomis 



 Working on emails/texts with advisories for weather conditions, setting up warming 

center determinations (there were three areas locally and eleven throughout the County,  

and releasing information to the media 

 Christmas for Kids was very successful 

 Ambulance revenue for December-$1,100.00  

 Has pursued AFG grants  

 

Chief Crews presented the Committee with a 2014 Public Education Report which was prepared 

by Captain Matthew Adermann in which he outlined all fire prevention activities throughout 

2014.  Some activities included Senior Citizens Fire Academy, St. Mary’s Festival, Ronald 

McDonald’s annual visit and CPR classes just to name a few. 

 

The TFD reached over 1,433 people in the community with their public education efforts.  There 

was a wide range of community members reached from pre-school to senior citizens and all ages 

in between.  Total publication education hours totaled 168.5 hours for the year.  

 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Chief Crews commended Firefighter Kyle Rentfrow for a job well done.  He took it upon himself 

to clean the hospital area himself after a patient passed away to prevent the family from having 

to see the aftermath.  

 

There was discussion regarding an individual interested in having a tornado siren placed in 

Langleyville on private property; this issue will be discussed with City Attorney Romano.  

 

Chief Crews advised the Weather Net has offered to donate a drone; the City of Quincy has one 

he has asked to use to try out.  He has one tornado spotter class per County last year he had 

seventy five attend; he stated he will definitely have one this year as well as offer an online class.   

Mayor Brotherton asked if all the tornado sirens are in working order, he was advised they are.  

The life expectancy of the sirens is twenty years. 

 

Andy Lasswell, reporter with the Breeze Courier, addressed the Committee asking if there was 

anything the press could do to expedite getting the police records to the media, he would like to 

get general information the next day on arrests. He explained that an individual called him more 

than once to ask why an accident he was involved in with a DUI driver had not been reported in 

the paper.  He advised the individual that he had not received any information on the incident 

from the Police Department to report it.  

 

He then outlined his morning routine which begins with going to the Sheriff’s Office, Police 

Station and Courthouse for criminal court calls.  He stated if he doesn’t get reports on a daily 

basis he doesn’t know if he needs to be at the Courthouse or not and that he doesn’t need the 

completed incident reports all he needs is the basics being name, age or date of birth and the 

offense as he gets the majority of his information from the States Attorney’s Office, and he 

realizes accident reports take more time and he doesn’t need them the next day.  

 

 



He stated the information they print is to keep records not just for a story.  He also noted he 

knows the Police Department is doing more with less (fewer employees) as the Breeze Courier is 

doing the same.  

 

Police Chief Herpstreith advised that in the particular incident he referred to there was a delay as 

sometimes the report is not ready the next day as he reviews the report and if he rejects the report 

for more information it is returned to the responding police officer for more information which 

due to working schedules the officer is not always available the next day.   

 

Mayor Brotherton agreed the general public shouldn’t have to wait three days for information.  

Chief Herpstreith said he has a meeting scheduled for Monday to see if there is any way to 

streamline the process.  He agrees the Police Department, Sheriff’s Office and the Press need to 

work together in a timely manner, that in some instances he has e-mailed the Breeze Courier 

information as early as 3:00 A.M.  It was then stated that in some instances information isn’t 

released to the public as it could interfere with the investigation.  Mr. Lasswell stated he realizes 

there are instances when information cannot be released and he doesn’t want to cause any 

interference as he did release information one time and was promptly contacted by an outside 

law enforcement agency, he wasn’t aware he shouldn’t have printed the information so he knows 

there are instances when information needs to be withheld.  

 

Chairman Burtle stated he doesn’t want to change the way the Department works instead of 

trying to change the process; he recommends just to give out the basics, name, and date of birth, 

address and offenses.  He also stated he wants to keep a good relationship between the Police 

Department, Fire Department and Press.  

 

The Committee asked if Chief Herpstreith and Mr. Lasswell would work together to come up 

with a solution within the next thirty days, Chief Herpstreith stated that would not be a problem.   

 

Motion by Alderman Koonce and seconded by Alderman Heberling to adjourn.  Motion carried    

4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:02 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Shawn Burtle, Chairman 


